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Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension (VARC)

Passage 1
Directions (Q. 1 to 4): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Humans today make music. Think beyond all the qualifications that might trail after this bald statement:
that only certain humans make music, that extensive training is involved, that many societies distinguish
musical specialists from nonmusicians, that in today’s societies, most listen to music rather than making it,
and so forth. These qualifications, whatever their local merit, are moot in the face of the overarching truth
that making music, considered from a cognitive and psychological vantage, is the province of all those who
perceive and experience what is made. We are, almost all of us, musicians — everyone who can entrain (not
necessarily dance) to a beat, who can recognise a repeated tune (not necessarily sing it), who can distinguish
one instrument or one singing voice from another. I will often use an antique word, recently revived, to
name this broader musical experience. Humans are musicking creatures. . . .

The set of capacities that enables musicking is a principal marker of modern humanity. There is nothing
polemical in this assertion except a certain insistence, which will figure often in what follows, that musicking
be included in our thinking about fundamental human commonalities. Capacities involved in musicking
are many and take shape in complicated ways, arising from innate dispositions . . .

Most of these capacities overlap with nonmusical ones, though a few may be distinct and dedicated to
musical perception and production. In the area of overlap, linguistic capacities seem to be particularly
important, and humans are (in principle) language-makers in addition to music-makers — speaking
creatures as well as musicking ones.

Humans are symbol-makers too, a feature tightly bound up with language, not so tightly with music. The
species Cassirer dubbed Homo symbolicus cannot help but tangle musicking in webs of symbolic thought
and expression, habitually making it a component of behavioural complexes that form such expression. But
in fundamental features, musicking is neither language-like nor symbol-like, and from these differences,
come many clues to its ancient emergence.

If musicking is a primary, shared trait of modern humans, then to describe its emergence is to detail the
coalescing of that modernity. This took place, archaeologists are clear, over a very long durée: at least 50,000
years or so, more likely something closer to 200,000, depending in part on what that coalescence is taken
to comprise. If we look back 20,000 years, a small portion of this long period, we reach the lives of humans
whose musical capacities were probably little different from our own. As we look farther back, we reach
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horizons where this similarity can no longer hold — perhaps 40,000 years ago, perhaps 70,000, perhaps
100,000. But we never cross a line before which all the cognitive capacities recruited in modern musicking
abruptly disappear. Unless we embrace the incredible notion that music sprang forth in full-blown glory,
its emergence will have to be tracked in gradualist terms across a long period. This is one general feature
of a history of music’s emergence . . . The history was at once sociocultural and biological . . . The capacities
recruited in musicking are many, so describing its emergence involves following several or many separate
strands.

Q.1. Which one of the following sets of terms best the context of the passage, what is the author
serves as keywords to the passage? trying to communicate in this quoted extract?
1. Humans; Musicking; Linguistic capacities; 1. A bald statement is one that requires no
Symbol-making; Modern humanity. qualifications to infer its meaning.
2. Humans; Psychological vantage; 2. Thinking beyond qualifications allows us
Musicking; Cassirer; Emergence of music. to give free reign to musical expressions.
3. Musicking; Cognitive psychology; 3. Although there may be many caveats and
Antique; Symbol-makers; Modernity. other considerations, the statement is

essentially true.

4. A bald statement is one that is trailed by
a series of qualifying clarifications and
caveats.

4. Humans; Capacities; Language; Symbols;
Modernity.

Q. 2. Based on the passage, which one of the
following statements is a valid argument

about the emergence of music/musicking? Q.4. Which one of the following statements, if

true, would weaken the author’s claim that

1. 20000 years ago, human musical humans are musicking creatures?

capacities were not very different from

1. Musical capacities are primarily socio-
what they are today. u pacities are primarily

cultural, which explains the wide

2. Although musicking is not language-like, diversity of musical forms.

it share.s the quality of being a form of 2. Nonmusical capacities are of far greater
EXpression. consequence to human survival than the
3. All musical work is located in the overlap capacity for music.
between linguistic capacity and music 3. From a cognitive and psychological
production. vantage, musicking arises  from
4. Anyone who can perceive and experience unconscious dispositions, not conscious
music must be considered capable of ones.
being a music king. 4. As musicking is neither language-like nor
Q.3. “Think beyond all the qualifications that symbol-like, it is a much older form of
might trail after this bald statement ...” In expression.
Passage 2

Directions (Q. 5 to 8): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

We begin with the emergence of the philosophy of the social sciences as an arena of thought and as a set of
social institutions. The two characterisations overlap but are not congruent. Academic disciplines are social
institutions. My view is that institutions are all those social entities that organise action: they link acting
individuals into social structures. There are various kinds of institutions. Hegelians and Marxists emphasise
universal institutions such as the family, rituals, governance, economy and the military. These are mostly
institutions that just grew. Perhaps in some imaginary beginning of time they spontaneously appeared. In
their present incarnations, however, they are very much the product of conscious attempts to mold and
plan them. We have family law, established and disestablished churches, constitutions and laws, including
those governing the economy and the military. Institutions deriving from statute, like joint-stock companies
are formal by contrast with informal ones such as friendships. There are some institutions that come in both
informal and formal variants, as well as in mixed ones. Consider the fact that the stock exchange and the
black market are both market institutions, one formal one not. Consider further that there are many features



QUESTION PAPER 2022 SHIFT-2 51

of the work of the stock exchange that rely on informal, nonmodifiable agreements, not least the language
used for communication. To be precise, mixtures are the norm From constitutions at the top to by-laws near
the bottom we are always adding to, or tinkering with, earlier institutions, the grown and the designed are
intertwined.

It is usual in social thought to treat culture and tradition as different from, although alongside, institutions.
The view taken here is different. Culture and tradition are sub-sets of institutions analytically isolated for
explanatory or expository purposes. Some social scientists have taken all institutions, even purely local ones,
to be entities that satisfy basic human needs — under local conditions . . . Others differed and declared any
structure of reciprocal roles and norms an institution. Most of these differences are differences of emphasis
rather than disagreements. Let us straddle all these versions and present institutions very generally . . .as
structures that serve to coordinate the actions of individuals. . . . Institutions themselves then have no aims
or purpose other than those given to them by actors or used by actors to explain them . . .

Language is the formative institution for social life and for science. Both formal and informal language
is involved, naturally grown or designed. (Language is all of these to varying degrees.) Languages are
paradigms of institutions or, from another perspective, nested sets of institutions. Syntax, semantics,
lexicon and alphabet/character-set are all institutions within the larger institutional framework of a written
language. Natural languages are typical examples of what Ferguson called ‘the result of human action, but
not the execution of any human design’[;] reformed natural languages and artificial languages introduce
design into their modifications or refinements of natural language. Above all, languages are paradigms of
institutional tools that function to coordinate.

Q.5. All of the following inferences from the Q.7. “Consider the fact that the stock exchange

passage are false, EXCEPT: and the black market are both market

1. As concepts, “culture” and “tradition” institutions, one formal one not.” Which one
have no analytical, explanatory or of the following statements best explains
expository power, especially when they this quote, in the context of the passage?
are treated in isolation. 1. Market instruments can be formally

2. “Natural language” refers to that stage traded in the stock exchange and
of language development where no informal]y traded in the black market.
conscious human intent is evident in the 2. The stock exchange and the black market
formation of language. are both organised to function by rules.

3. Institutions like the family, rituals, 3. The stock exchange and the black market
governance, economy, and the military are examples of how, even within the same
are natural and cannot be consciously domain, different kinds of institutions
modified. can co-exist.

4. The institution of friendship cannot be 4. The stock exchange and the black market
found in the institution of joint-stock are both dependent on the market to
companies because the first is an informal survive.
institution, while the second is a formal Q.8. Which of the following statements best
one. represents the essence of the passage?

Q. 6. In the first paragraph of the passage, what 1. The stock exchange and the black market
are the two “characterisations” that are seen are both market institutions.

as overlapping but not congruent? 2. It is usual in social thought to treat

1. “the philosophy of the social sciences” culture and tradition as different from
and “a set of social institutions” institutions.

2. “an arena of thought” and “academic 3. Language is the fundamental formal
disciplines” institution for social life and for science.

3. “academic disciplines” and “institutions” 4. Institutions are structures that serve to

4. “individuals” and “social structures” coordinate the actions of individuals.






