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NATIONAL NEWS

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) adds the Bhagavad Gita and 
Natyashastra to the Memory of the World Register

•	 Manuscripts of the Bhagavad Gita and Bharata’s 
Natyashastra are among the 74 new additions to 
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register this year.

•	 UNESCO launched the Memory of the World (MoW) 
Programme in 1992 to preserve the valuable archive 
holdings and library collections all over the world, and 
ensure their wide dissemination. 

•	 MoW Register is the central project of the MoW 
Programme. It aimed to create a compendium of 
documents—manuscripts, oral traditions, audiovisual 
materials, and library and archive holdings—that 
are of “world significance and outstanding universal 
value.”

•	 The Register has been biennially updated since 1997. 
In any year, at most two submissions from a country 
are added.

•	 With the latest additions, the Register now contains 
570 entries.

•	 The Register contains 13 submissions by India, 
including two joint submissions. These range from 
the Rig Veda (added in 2005) and the collective works 
of the Shaivite philosopher Abhinavagupta (added in 
2023), to the archives of the first summit meeting of the 
Non-Aligned Movement in Belgrade in 1961 (added 
in 2023) and the archives of the Dutch East India 
Company (added in 2003).

Key Points
UNESCO’s headquarters	 —	 Paris, France
UNESCO’s Director General	 —	 Audrey Azoulay

Tribhuvan Sahkari University Bill, 2025

•	 India’s first national cooperative university to advance 
education and training in the cooperative sector will 
be established under the Tribhuvan Sahkari University 
Bill, 2025. 

•	 The university will be established in Gujarat and 
named after Amul founder Tribhuvan Kashibhai Patel. 

•	 It will be registered under the Societies Registration 
Act, 1860. 

Supreme Court Judges Resolve to Publicly Declare Assets

•	 All 33 sitting judges of the Supreme Court have 
unanimously agreed to disclose their assets publicly by 
publishing the details on the Supreme Court’s official 
website.

•	 The decision marks a major shift from the existing 
practice, where asset declarations remained a matter 
of judges’ discretion. This will be a significant move 
towards greater transparency in the Indian judiciary.

•	 The need for greater accountability has been 
underscored by recent controversies, most notably 
the alleged discovery of a large sum of cash at the 
residence of Justice Yashwant Varma last month, while 
he served as a judge in the Delhi High Court. Justice 
Varma is currently facing an in-house inquiry and has 
been moved to his parent high court at Allahabad.

Key Points
Chief Justice of India       —     Justice Sanjiv Khanna 

West Bengal Awarded Seven Geographical Indication 
(GI) Tags 

•	 West Bengal has earned Geographical Indication (GI) 
tags for seven state products, including the iconic 
“Nolen Gurer Sandesh” and Baruipur guavas.

•	 The other five items to receive the GI tag are 
Kamarpukur’s white “bonde”, Murshidabad’s 
“Chhanabora”, Bishnupur’s “motichur laddoo”, 
Radhunipagal’s “rice”, and Malda’s “Nistari silk yarn”.

•	 West Bengal so far, secured GI tags for 26 other products, 
spanning handicrafts, textiles, tea, food items and art 
forms.

•	 These tags are expected to boost the local economy 
and lend global recognition to the state’s traditional 
offerings. 

•	 A GI tag is an intellectual property protection that 
identifies products as originating from a specific 
geographical location and possessing qualities or 
characteristics due to that origin. 

•	 The Geographical Indication Registry, a division of the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s Department of 
Industry Promotion and Internal Trade (DIPIT), issues 
GI tag. 



4� OSWAAL Current Affairs

Kumbakonam Betel Leaf and Thovalai Flower Garland 
Get GI Tags

•	 The Kumbakonam betel leaf and Thovalai maanikka 
maalai from Tamil Nadu were given the GI tags. With 
this, Tamil Nadu now has 62 GI products. 

•	 The Kumbakonam betel leaf is known for its tenderness 
and is harvested in 15 – 18 days. It is the first agricultural 
product from the delta region to be recognised with a 
GI tag.

•	 The Thovalai maanikka maalai made from oleander and 
rose, is known for its gem-like appearance, achieved 
through a meticulous folding technique. Crafted by 
artisans in Thovalai of Kanniyakumari, the garland is 
a product of generations of expertise, with the flower 
patterns carefully arranged to resemble rubies or gems 
in a geometric design. 

Warangal Chapata Chilli Gets GI Tag

•	 The renowned Warangal Chapata Chilli, also known 
as the “tomato chilli” received the GI tag. This chilli 
is known for its bright red, bold and thick-walled 
cultivars. It is called “Tomato chilli” due to its blocky, 
tomato-like appearance. 

•	 The chilli features three distinct fruit types: single 
patti, double patti and odalu.

•	 Warangal Chapata Chilli has been cultivated in 
Nagaram village of Jammikunta mandal for over 80 
years, with Nadikuda village and mandal considered 
its oldest source. Later, it was spread to nearby villages 
through seed sharing, particularly within the Velama 
community.

Kannadippaya Gets GI Tag

•	 Kannadippaya, a handwoven tribal mat from Kerala 
made of reed bamboo has received the GI tag. It is the 
first tribal handicraft product from Kerala to receive 
the tag. 

•	 The mat — which usually measures 0.75 — 1.0 m × 2 m 
— is so flexible that it can be rolled up into a culm of 
bamboo less than 10 cm in diameter. 

•	 It takes more than a month for a weaver to complete a 
kannadipaya, as it is made from the fine slivers of the 
“njoojiletta”. 

•	 The bamboo collection is a full-moon ritual, with each 
expedition to the forest and back extending to a day 
and night.

Meghalaya Receive the GI Tag for Ryndia Silk

•	 Meghalaya’s indigenous textile, “Ryndia,” has secured 
the prestigious GI tag for its handwoven, hand-spun, 
naturally dyed, organically produced and ethically 
sourced fabric, along with Meghalaya handloom 
products. 

Tamil Nadu Assembly Passes Resolution to Reclaim 
Katchatheevu Island From Sri Lanka

•	 The Tamil Nadu Assembly passed a resolution urging 
the Indian Government to retrieve Katchatheevu 
Island from Sri Lanka. 

•	 Katchatheevu is a small island in the Palk Strait between 
India and Sri Lanka. It was given to Sri Lanka in 1974 
under an agreement between the two countries. 

•	 The issue remains controversial because Tamil Nadu 
fishermen often get arrested by the Sri Lankan Navy 
when they fish near the island. 

Key Points
Tamil Nadu Capital	 —	 Chennai
Chief Minister	 —	 MK Stalin
Governor	 —	 R.N. Ravi

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Safely Crashes 
POEM-4 That Launched With SpaDex Satellites

•	 The fourth edition of the ISRO’s PSLV Orbital 
Experiment Module (POEM-4) has successfully re-
entered the Earth’s atmosphere, with impact recorded 
in the Indian Ocean.

•	 The re-entry marks a significant milestone in ISRO’s 
ongoing commitment to space debris mitigation under 
its Debris-Free Space Mission (DFSM).

•	 POEM-4 was the specially configured upper stage 
(PS4) of PSLV-C60, which had launched twin SPADEX 
satellites on 30 December, 2024. After injecting the 
satellites into a 475 km orbit, POEM-4 was manoeuvred 
into a lower, nearly circular orbit at 350 km altitude 
with a 55.2-degree inclination by restarting its engine. 
It was later passivated by venting residual fuel to 
reduce the risk of accidental breakup.

•	 During its operational life in orbit, POEM-4 hosted 24 
payloads — 14 from ISRO and 10 from Non-Governmental 
Entities (NGEs). All payloads performed successfully 
and delivered valuable scientific data.
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Key Points
ISRO’s headquarters	 —	 Bengaluru, Karnataka 
Chairman	 —	 V. Narayanan

ISRO Makes Lightweight Nozzle for Rocket Engines

•	 ISRO has achieved a breakthrough in rocket engine 
technology with the development of a lightweight 
Carbon–Carbon (C–C) nozzle for rocket engines, 
enhancing payload capacity.

•	 This innovation accomplished by the space agency’s 
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) promises 
to enhance the vital parameters of rocket engines, 
including thrust levels, specific impulse, and thrust-
to-weight ratios.

•	 The potential impact of this development is significant, 
particularly for the ISRO’s workhorse launcher, the 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). The PS4, the 
fourth stage of the PSLV, currently employs twin 
engines with nozzles made from columbium alloy. 
However, by replacing these metallic divergent 
nozzles with C–C counterparts, a mass reduction of 
approximately 67% can be achieved, the space agency 
said.

•	 This substitution is projected to increase the payload 
capability of the PSLV by 15 kg, a notable enhancement 
for space missions.

First Himalayan Climate Centre in Udhampur Inaugurated 

•	 Union Minister Jitendra Singh launched the first-ever 
“Himalayan High-Altitude Atmospheric & Climate 
Centre” in Nathatop, Chenani, Udhampur district. 

•	 This landmark initiative aims to provide accurate 
climate and weather forecasts, along with research and 
study of the region’s unique high-altitude conditions. 

•	 The project, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, will 
enhance climate monitoring in the Himalayas. 

Maharashtra and ROSATOM Sign MoU to Build Thorium-
Based Small Modular Reactor

•	 Maharashtra signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Russia’s state-owned company ROSATOM 
for the development of a Small Modular Reactor (SMR) 
based on thorium fuel.

•	 This is perhaps for the first time a state government will 
be venturing into the arena of nuclear energy, which 
has otherwise been exclusively under the control of 
the Department of Atomic Energy.

•	 The main objective of the MoU is to jointly develop 
a thorium reactor in Maharashtra, commercialise 
thorium reactors as per safety standards of the Atomic 
Energy Regulatory Board (AERB), and establish an 
assembly line for thorium reactors under the “Make in 
Maharashtra” initiative.

BatEchoMon, India’s First Automated Bat Monitoring 
System 

•	 BatEchoMon, stands for “Bat Echolocation Monitoring”. 
It is an autonomous system capable of detecting and 
analysing bat calls in real-time.

•	 It simplifies the previously tedious manual work, 
enhancing bat ecology research across India, especially 
in urban and rural ecosystems. 

•	 Kadambari Deshpande (bat biologist) and Vedant Barje 
(WildTech Project Leader) developed BatEchoMon. 

•	 BatEchoMon was developed as a result of collaborative 
research at the Long-Term Urban Ecological Observatory 
at the Indian Institute for Human Settlements (IIHS), 
Bengaluru.

PM Modi Praises Jallianwala Bagh Hero Sankaran Nair 

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised civil rights 
advocate and freedom fighter, Sir Chettur Sankaran 
Nair, for challenging British rule in the aftermath of 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

•	 His recognition coincided with the 106th anniversary 
of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre on 13 April. 

•	 The Prime Minister made these remarks during his 
visit to Haryana, where he inaugurated several major 
development projects, including the Hisar Airport.

Japan to Gift Shinkansen E5, E3 series for India’s Bullet 
Train Project

•	 Japan will provide two Shinkansen train sets, the E5 
and E3 series, free of cost to India. The move is aimed 
at helping test and inspect the Mumbai–Ahmedabad 
high-speed rail corridor, which is currently under 
construction.

•	 The E5 series is a high-speed train developed by East 
Japan Railway (JR East) and has been in service since 
2011. With a top speed of 320 kmph, it was originally 
selected for India’s first bullet train line. 

•	 The E3 series is a slightly older model used mainly for 
mini-Shinkansen services. Both are known for their 
aerodynamic designs, advanced safety systems, and 
smooth ride quality.



6� OSWAAL Current Affairs

•	 The two train sets, to be delivered in early 2026 after 
being fitted with inspection equipment, will be used 
to collect crucial operational data, especially regarding 
India’s unique environmental challenges such as high 
temperatures and dust.

Madhya Pradesh Released Six GPS Tagged Vultures Into 
the Wild

•	 The “Vulture State” Madhya Pradesh has, for the 
first time, GPS tagged and released into the wild, six 
captive-bred vultures of Indian resident varieties — a 
development which holds the key to successful wilding 
(hard release) of more captive-bred vultures in future.

•	 The six GPS-tagged vultures, from the two Indian resident 
varieties — two White-Rumped and four Long-Billed 
Vultures (three males and three females aged between 4 
and 8 years) — were released in the wild near the Halali 
Dam in Raisen district of central MP.

•	 These vultures have been housed at the Vulture 
Conservation and Breeding Centre, which has been the 
nucleus of the state’s dedicated vulture conservation-
breeding programme since, 2014. 

•	 The Centre is in a collaborative initiative of the MP 
Forest Department and the Bombay Natural History 
Society (BNHS) near the Kerwa Dam in Bhopal. 

SJVN Releases `269.97 Crore Land Compensation for 
3,097 MW Etalin Hydro Project

•	 State-owned SJVN Ltd. has released land compensation 
of `269.97 crore for 3,097 MW Etalin Hydro Power 
Project in Dibang Valley, Arunachal Pradesh. 

•	 The project aims to construct two dams — on Dri 
River and on Talo (Tangon) River — along with an 
underground powerhouse complex.

•	 A Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) was signed 
between SJVN and Arunachal Pradesh Government 
in August 2023 for this project along with four other 
hydro projects in the state, with a total capacity of 
5,097 MW.

•	 These projects are located in Dibang Valley district and 
will infuse in a combined investment of approximately 
`60,000 crore.

C-DOT and Sterlite Technologies Ltd. (STL) Achieve 
India’s First Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) Over 
Multi-Core Fibre

•	 In a landmark achievement, C-DOT, jointly with 
Sterlite Technologies Limited (STL), has successfully 

tested India’s first QKD transmission over a 4-core 
Multi-Core Fibre (MCF)—marking a major milestone 
in the nation’s journey towards quantum-secured 
communication networks.

•	 Multi-Core Fibre (MCF) technology provides a powerful 
solution by enabling data transmission across multiple 
cores within a single fibre, significantly saving physical 
space and infrastructure costs. 

•	 In the context of QKD—which typically requires a 
dedicated dark fibre for the quantum channel, MCF 
offers a significant advantage: it enables the physical 
separation of quantum and classical signals into 
distinct cores within single fibre. This allows for the 
simultaneous transmission of QKD and high-capacity 
data traffic on a single fibre without compromising 
quantum signal integrity thereby saving fibre cost.

•	 The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT), 
India’s premier telecom R&D centre under the 
Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Ministry 
of Communications, Government of India, has 
emerged as a key player in advancing India’s quantum 
communication ecosystem. 

India’s Longest Rail Tunnel Achieves Breakthrough in 
Uttarakhand

•	 Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL), a public sector 
undertaking under the Ministry of Railways, has 
achieved the first Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) 
breakthrough of Tunnel-8, the longest transportation 
railway tunnel in India, as part of the ambitious  
125-km Rishikesh–Karnaprayag Broad Gauge Rail 
Link Project in Uttarakhand.

•	 The 14.57-km tunnel from Devprayag Saud to Janasu 
was bored using a state-of-the-art Tunnel Boring 
Machine (TBM) named Shakti, marking a historic 
moment in Indian tunnelling history. 

•	 This is the first time TBM technology has been deployed 
for rail tunneling in mountainous regions of the 
country, and the progress sets a new global benchmark 
with a 9.11-m diameter single-shield rock TBM.

Key Points
Union Railways Minister   —  Ashwini Vaishnaw

Indian Institute of Spices Research (IISR) Introduced a 
New Turmeric Variety Named IISR Surya

•	 To meet the specific needs of the powdering industry, 
the ICAR—Indian Institute of Spices Research (IISR) 
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has developed a new light-coloured turmeric variety 
for the masala industry.

•	 Christened as IISR Surya, the new variety features a 
light-coloured rhizome for the powdering industry. 

•	 It was developed after extensive research and the new 
variety is expected to significantly benefit farmers, 
especially in the production of high-quality turmeric 
powder.

Key Points
IISR- Kozhikode, Kerala Director — Dr R. Dinesh

News in Short

•	 Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann announced 
paddy sowing will start on 1 June to help growers avoid 
moisture issues, with plans for zone-wise cultivation.

•	 The Supreme Court agreed to hear concerns flagged by 
senior advocate Indira Jaising that mandatory reporting 
of sexual activity, even if a voluntary one, under Section 
19 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) is leading to the criminalisation of the young 
and discourages youth from seeking medical help and 
pushing them toward unregulated care.

•	 The Telangana Government officially declared heatwave 
and sunstroke conditions as a “state-specific disaster”, 
adding that ex-gratia of `4 lakh would be given to the 
families of victims from the State Disaster Relief Fund 
(SDRF) in case of related deaths.

•	 The rare long-snouted vine snake (Ahaetulla longirostris) 
was sighted in the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve (DTR), marking 
its supposedly first-ever recorded appearance in Uttar 
Pradesh and only the second confirmed occurrence in 
India.

•	 Tamil Nadu’s Chief Minister MK Stalin announced 
the formation of a high-level committee to promote 
more state autonomy, protect state rights, and enhance 
the relationship with the central government. The 
committee will be led by former Supreme Court Judge 
Kurian Joseph. 

•	 A new orange-fleshed sweet potato variety is developed 
by the ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute 
(ICAR-CTCRI). The biofortified orange-fleshed sweet 
potato, designated SP-95/4, has undergone final trials 
successfully in the multiple States, including Odisha, 
West Bengal, Karnataka and Kerala.

•	 The Uttarakhand cabinet approved the Adarsh 
Sanskrit village programme, which aims to teach the 

language to one village in each district of the hill state. 
The move is aimed at promoting Sanskrit, the second 
official language of the state and comes on the heels 
of other similar schemes, such as financial incentives 
to girls and SC/ST students who opt for Sanskrit in 
schools. 

•	 The Andhra Pradesh Government has taken another 
vital step towards establishing India’s first “Quantum 
Computing Village” in Amaravati, with a high-level 
meeting convened at the State Secretariat under the 
supervision of the Real-Time Governance Society 
(RTGS). 

•	 The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) facilitated 
the hiring of over 1 million manpower resources 
by government organisations in the financial year  
2024–25. 

•	 Karnataka has announced a differential welfare levy 
for gig workers, which mandates platforms contribute 
1%–5% of the commission paid to them. 

•	 The Supreme Court of India condemned the 2021 
bulldozing of homes by the Prayagraj Development 
Authority as “inhumane and illegal”, ordering `10 lakh 
compensation for each affected individual. The judgment 
reinforces the right to shelter against arbitrary state 
actions and curbing arbitrary demolitions. 

•	 The Maharashtra State Wildlife Board has officially 
approved the declaration of DPS Flamingo Lake as 
a conservation reserve, making it the first wetland 
connected to the Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary 
(TCFS) to receive such protection. 

•	 The Supreme Court upheld the validity of the 2016 
regulations of the Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (RERC) on terms and conditions to 
regulate open access of power to industrial consumers. 

•	 Amaravati, the upcoming capital of Andhra Pradesh, is 
set to make history as the first city globally to operate 
entirely on renewable energy. This ambitious project 
aims to harness 2,700 megawatts of green energy 
through solar, wind, and hydropower. 

•	 Over 13,000 square kilometres of forest land, surpassing 
the combined geographical area of Delhi, Sikkim and 
Goa, is currently under encroachment across 25 states 
and union territories. Madhya Pradesh has the highest 
encroachment, with 5,460.9 square kilometres of forest 
land affected, followed by Assam with 3,620.9 square 
kilometres.  
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

India Launches ZooWIN Portal 

•	 The central government has introduced a digital 
platform, ZooWIN, designed to track and manage the 
real-time availability of Anti-Rabies Vaccines (ARV) 
and Anti-Snake Venom (ASV) across the country. 

•	 ZooWIN will centralise data and improve collaboration 
among healthcare providers, municipal authorities, 
and veterinary services. 

•	 ZooWIN aligns with the Union Health Ministry’s 
broader initiatives to combat rabies and snakebites.

•	 The portal has been developed by the National Centre 
for Disease Control (NCDC) with technical support 
from the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP).

•	 India records an estimated 3–4 million snake bites 
annually, resulting in approximately 50,000 deaths, 
which makes up half of the global snakebite mortality 
rate.

•	 Initially, the platform will be piloted in Delhi, Madhya 
Pradesh, Assam, Puducherry and Andhra Pradesh.

•	 In addition to ZooWIN, the NCDC and UNDP India 
launched a dedicated helpline last year in the five pilot 
states: 15,400. This service provides information and 
guidance on rabies and snakebite treatment.

Key Points
Union Health Minister  — Jagat Prakash Nadda

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal Launches Digital 
Portal for National Waterways

•	 Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
Sarbananda Sonowal launched a dedicated digital 
portal developed by the Inland Waterways Authority 
of India (IWAI) to invite private investment in 
infrastructure development on National Waterways. 

•	 The initiative aimed at facilitating Ease of Doing 
Business (EODB) and encouraging private investment 
in Inland Water Transport (IWT) in the country. 

•	 Sonowal handed over the first No Objection Certificate 
(NoC) issued through the new digital portal to Mumbai-
based Marina India Infrastructure Private Limited. 
This is the first-of-its-kind NoC issued digitally to any 
private entity for the construction of a terminal on any 
national waterway in the country.

Parliament Passes the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025

•	 Parliament has passed the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 
2025, with the Rajya Sabha approving it. The Lok 
Sabha has already approved the Bill. 

•	 The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 aims to streamline 
the management of Waqf properties, with provisions 
to safeguard heritage sites and promote social welfare. 

•	 The legislation also aims to improve governance by 
enhancing transparency in property management, 
streamlining coordination between Waqf Boards and 
local authorities and protecting stakeholders’ rights. 

•	 The Bill also seeks to improve the economic and social 
status of Muslim women, particularly widows and 
divorced women. 

•	 The Bill is intended to make the Waqf Board more 
inclusive, having representation from different 
Muslim sects for better Waqf governance and decision-
making. The Waqf (Amendment) establishes a secular, 
transparent, and accountable system for Waqf 
administration. 

Key Points
Union Minister of Minority Affairs — Kiren Rijiju 

West Bengal Launches Triple Elimination Initiative

•	 West Bengal Government along with the William J 
Clinton Foundation and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) have launched a collaborative initiative: “Triple 
Elimination Initiative” to eliminate mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV, syphilis, and Hepatitis B by 2026.

•	 The programme focuses on screening, identification, 
prophylaxis and management of these infections 
through antenatal care. 

Chhattisgarh’s First Supercritical Thermal Power Project

•	 Chhattisgarh State Power Generation Company 
Limited (CSPGCL), an entity of the state government, 
will set up the first supercritical thermal power project 
(SCTPP) in the Korba district.

•	 The project will be part of an expansion plan for the 
Hasdeo Thermal Power Station (HTPS) located in 
Korba. The station already has a 1,340 megawatt (Mw) 
plant and the new one with a capacity of 1,320 Mw will 
come in the same premises.
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•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 
stone for the plant that will come up with an investment 
of `15,800 crore. It will have two units. 

Key Points
Chief Minister	 —	 Vishnu Deo Sai
Capital	 —	 Raipur 
Governor	 —	 Ramen Deka 

Telangana Implements Scheduled Castes sub-categorisation 
Act

•	 Telangana Government formally implemented Scheduled 
Caste sub-categorisation, popularly called reservation 
within the reservation. 

•	 According to the notification, Scheduled Castes in the 
state will be divided into three categories—Group I, II 
and III.

•	 The Gazette notification, which implemented the 
Scheduled Castes (Rationalisation of Reservation) 
Act, 2025, shows that Group I will get 1% reservation 
within the 15% quota for SCs; Group II will get 9% 
reservation; and Group III will get 5% reservation. 

•	 Group I consists of 15 socio-economically backward 
castes, Group II has 18 and Group III has 26 such 
castes.

•	 With this, Telangana becomes the first state to 
implement SC sub-categorisation. This comes months 
after a seven-judge Constitution Bench allowed further 
sub-classification of SCs and STs to ensure the grant of 
quota to more backward castes inside these groups.

Key Points
Chief Minister	 —	 Revanth Reddy
Capital	 —	 Hyderabad
Governor	 —	 Jishnu Dev Varma 

New UGC Rules to Recognise Foreign Degrees in 15 Days

•	 The University Grants Commission (UGC) has 
introduced new regulations for granting equivalence 
to foreign academic qualifications, promising a 15-day 
processing timeline that aims to end the months-long 
delays faced by returning students.

•	 The “University Grants Commission (Recognition and 
Grant of Equivalence to Qualifications obtained from 
Foreign Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2025” 
establishes a standardised framework for recognising 
foreign degrees through an online portal.

•	 The regulations apply to all foreign degrees except 
professional courses like medicine, law and architecture, 

which remain under their respective regulatory bodies. 
Degrees obtained through franchising arrangements 
will also not be recognised.

•	 The new system replaces the century-old process handled 
exclusively by the Association of Indian Universities 
(AIU) since its inception in 1925.

Gujarat Police’s GP-DRASTI Drone Programme

•	 The Gujarat Police launched Phase I of—the DRASTI 
(Drone Response and Aerial Surveillance Tactical 
Interventions) drone programme. 

•	 This initiative aims to ensure that the police reach crime 
scenes faster by utilising drone technology, addressing 
the delays previously reported with PCR vans.

•	 Under the project, when an incident is reported via 
police control number 100, both the Police Control 
Room (PCR) van and the drone base station will be 
notified. A drone will be dispatched to the location 
immediately alongside the PCR van.

•	 Real-time footage captured by the drones will be sent 
to officers at the drone base station. This will allow 
them to assess the situation quickly and decide on 
the appropriate level of response and deployment of 
police forces.

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY)

•	 On 8 April 2025, India marked 10 years of the 
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), the flagship 
programme of the Prime Minister aimed at funding 
unfunded micro-enterprises and small businesses. 
By removing the burden of collateral and simplifying 
access to credit, MUDRA laid the foundation for a new 
era of grassroots entrepreneurship.

•	 Since, its launch in April 2015, PMMY has sanctioned 
over 52 crore loans worth `32.61 lakh crore, fuelling a 
nationwide entrepreneurial revolution. 

•	 MSME lending surged from `8.51 lakh crore in FY14 
to `27.25 lakh crore in FY24, and is projected to cross 
`30 lakh crore in FY25. 

•	 The share of MSME credit in total bank credit increased 
from 15.8% in FY14 to nearly 20% in FY24, showcasing 
its growing role in the Indian economy. 

•	 Women account for 68% of all MUDRA beneficiaries. 
Over the past 10 years, Mudra has facilitated the 
opening of over 52 crore loan accounts, marking a 
steady rise in entrepreneurial activity. 
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•	 The average ticket size of loans has nearly tripled—
rising from `38,000 in FY16 to `72,000 in FY23, and 
further to `1.02 lakh in FY25. 

•	 As of 28 February, 2025, since the launch of the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana in 2015, Tamil Nadu has recorded 
the highest disbursal among states at `3,23,647.76 
crore. Uttar Pradesh follows with `3,14,360.86 crore, 
while Karnataka ranks third with `3,02,146.41 crore. 

•	 Among Union Territories, Jammu and Kashmir leads 
with a total disbursal of `45,815.92 crore across 21, 33, 
342 loan accounts. 

Union Cabinet Approved the Modernisation of Command 
Area Development and Water Management (M-CADWM) 
Scheme

•	 The Union Cabinet has approved the Modernization of 
Command Area Development and Water Management 
(M-CADWM) as a sub-scheme of Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) for the period 2025–
2026 with an initial total outlay of `1,600 crore.

•	 This initiative, with an initial outlay of `1,600 crore, 
is set to run from 2025 to 2026 and is designed to 
significantly enhance the irrigation infrastructure in 
India.

•	 The key goal of the M-CADWM is to modernise 
the irrigation water supply network, ensuring that 
irrigation water reaches the designated farming 
clusters from existing canals or other water sources.

•	 This will help farmers with small land holdings, by 
improving water-use efficiency through the use of 
advanced technologies such as SCADA (Supervisory 
Control and Data Acquisition) and the Internet 
of Things (IoT). These technologies will assist in 
better water accounting and management, directly 
contributing to increased Water Use Efficiency (WUE) 
at the farm level.

Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS)

•	 Union Minister for Electronics and Information 
Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw launched the 
guidelines and portal for the Electronics Component 
Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS), marking a major 
step towards strengthening India’s electronics 
manufacturing ecosystem.

•	 ECMS is a horizontal scheme that will support not 
just electronics but also industrial, power, automobile 
sectors and more. 

•	 This scheme goes beyond incentivising subassemblies 
and components—it adopts a comprehensive approach 

by encompassing the entire supply chain associated 
with these elements. 

•	 ECMS places a strong emphasis on the performance of 
applicants, ensuring that incentives are allocated based 
on a first-come, first-served approach. This structure 
encourages efficiency, proactive participation, and 
timely application submissions, fostering a competitive 
yet fair environment.

Skill Development Ministry Teams Up With WEF for 
“India Skills Accelerator”

•	 The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
has collaborated with the Forum (WEF) to launch the 
“India Skills Accelerator” initiative.

•	 The India Skills Accelerator initiative will function as a 
public–private collaboration platform to enable cross-
sectoral efforts for unlocking innovative ideas.

•	 At its core, the Accelerator aims to catalyse change 
across three critical levels—by improving awareness 
and shifting mindsets around future skills needs, 
increasing collaboration and knowledge sharing among 
stakeholders and committing to upgrade institutional 
structures and policy frameworks to support a more 
adaptive and responsive skilling ecosystem, the 
Ministry stated.

•	 The initiative’s governance structure includes key 
stakeholders from public and private sectors, led and 
co-chaired by Jayant Chaudhary, Minister of State for 
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.

•	 It will also have two private co-chairs—Shobana 
Kamineni, Executive Chairperson of Apollo Health Co; 
and Sanjiv Bajaj, Chairman and Managing Director of 
Bajaj Finserv.

•	 The Accelerator aims to close these gaps through 
inclusive upskilling and reskilling, mobilising investment 
in lifelong learning and fostering government-industry 
collaboration.

National Zero Measles-Rubella Elimination Campaign 
2025–26

•	 Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Jagat 
Prakash Nadda virtually launched the National Zero 
Measles-Rubella Elimination Campaign 2025–26 on 
the first day of the World Immunization Week (24–30 
April), marking a significant step towards India’s goal 
of eliminating Measles and Rubella by 2026.
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•	 He released multi-language M-R IEC materials (posters, 
radio jingles, MR elimination and official U-WIN launch 
film) for creating awareness in the communities. These 
IEC materials were also shared with all States/UTs for 
adaptation and roll-out during the MR Elimination 
Campaign 2025–26. 

•	 Measles and Rubella are highly infectious viral 
diseases that can lead to serious illnesses, lifelong 
complications, and even death. In 2024, India has 
recorded a remarkable decline of 73% in Measles cases 
and a 17% reduction in Rubella cases in comparison 
with 2023.

HEALD (Healthy Liver Education and Alcohol-Associated 
Liver Disease Prevention) Initiative

•	 The Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS) 
marked a milestone with the launch of HEALD— 
Healthy Liver Education and Alcohol-Associated Liver 
Disease Prevention—a first-of-its-kind nationwide 
initiative aimed at tackling liver disease in India on the 
occasion of World Liver Day.

•	 HEALD is envisioned as a multi-sectoral programme 
combining public education, early screening, 
psychological and medical treatment of alcohol use 
disorder and liver disease management.

•	 The initiative helps tackle the disease through awareness, 
prevention, rehabilitation and policy integration.

•	 It also aims to reduce the stigma surrounding alcohol 
dependence by integrating mental health support, 
community outreach, and policy reform into liver care.

•	 The initiative is grounded in the principle that “behind 
every failed liver lies a missed opportunity”—and 
HEALD seeks to ensure no such opportunity is lost 
again.

India Launched AKSHVI Portal 

•	 India has introduced AKSHVI (Aapda Kshati Vivaran), 
a unique e-digital wallet aimed at assisting in disaster 
relief and improving the accuracy of loss reporting.

•	 AKSHVI stands for Aapda Kshati Vivaran. 
•	 It allows people to self-report economic and non-

economic losses during climate-induced events.
•	 It bridges the data gap in disaster reporting and 

enhances relief distribution and climate resilience.

News in Short

•	 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Dr Mohan Yadav 
launched the four days School Chale Hum campaign 
in Bhopal.

•	 Bihar CM Nitish Kumar launches “Mahila Samvad” 
campaign targeting women empowerment ahead of 
Assembly elections.

•	 Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) is partnering with 
IIT Bombay for a pilot project to test and integrate V2G 
technology into the state’s energy system. 

•	 The Government of Odisha has recently unveiled 
a comprehensive health insurance initiative by 
integrating the Centre’s Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) with the state-
specific Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana (GJAY). This 
unified scheme is designed to expand access to quality 
healthcare across the state, addressing long-standing 
gaps in coverage.

•	 Telangana Government has enacted the Telangana Bhu 
Bharati (Record of Rights) Act and formally launched 
the Bhu Bharati portal for land record management. 

•	 The Government of Maharashtra has launched the 
Pink E-Rickshaw Initiative, a pioneering scheme to 
empower women economically and socially while 
promoting eco-friendly transport.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Morocco Launched Water Highway to Combat Water 
Crisis

•	 In response to a growing water shortage, Morocco 
has launched an ambitious project called the “Water 
Highway” to ensure a stable drinking water supply for 
major cities. 

•	 The initiative transfers excess water from the Sebou 
River to Rabat and Casablanca, helping alleviate the 
effects of climate change and prolonged droughts.

•	 The Water Highway project, with an estimated budget 
of $728 million is designed to meet the drinking water 
needs of Morocco’s most densely populated areas. 

Nankai Trough Threat
•	 A “megaquake” and subsequent tsunami could cause 

as many as 2,98,000 deaths in Japan and damage 
costing up to $2 trillion.

•	 The warning follows a magnitude 7.1 jolt in southern 
Japan, which injured 14 people in 2024.
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•	 Japan issued its first-ever advisory in August 2024 for 
a potential “megaquake” along the Nankai Trough, 
a 900-km undersea fault stretching from Shizuoka to 
Kyushu. The megaquake rules were drawn up after the 
devastating 2011 earthquake, tsunami and Fukushima 
nuclear disaster.

•	 A megaquake in Japan could result in up to 2,98,000 
deaths and $2 trillion in damages, according to new 
government estimates. The likelihood of such an event 
occurring in the next 30 years is now believed to be 
75%–82%.

Project SeaCURE

•	 SeaCURE is a small-scale pilot project exploring 
whether extracting carbon directly from seawater 
could offer a cost-effective and scalable solution to 
reducing atmospheric CO2 levels. 

•	 It was launched in Weymouth and is funded by the UK 
Government.

•	 This approach offers a promising new tool in the global 
effort to reduce greenhouse gas levels. 

•	 Unlike traditional carbon capture methods that target 
emissions at their source or draw CO2 directly from air, 
SeaCURE targets the ocean, where carbon is present 
in concentrations up to 150 times higher than in the 
atmosphere. 

CERN (European Council for Nuclear Research) Releases 
Report on the Feasibility of a Possible Future Circular 
Collider (FCC)

•	 CERN and international partners have completed 
a study to assess the feasibility of a possible Future 
Circular Collider (FCC). 

•	 The FCC is a proposed particle collider with a 
circumference of about 91 km that could succeed 
CERN’s current flagship instrument—the 27-km Large 
Hadron Collider (LHC)—in the 2040s. 

•	 Its scientific motivation stems from the discovery of 
the Higgs boson in 2012, along with other crucial 
outstanding questions in fundamental physics.

Key Points
CERN’s headquarters	 —	 Geneva, Switzerland
Director General	 —	 Fabiola Gianotti

Lucy Spacecraft Captures a Rare Photo of a Remnant 
From Our Solar System’s Formation 

•	 NASA’s Lucy spacecraft captured a striking image of 
the asteroid Donaldjohanson during its close flyby on 
20 April, 2025.

•	 The snapshot reveals that the asteroid is an elongated 
contact binary—an object formed when two smaller 
bodies merge after a collision.

•	 This flyby marked a major milestone as Lucy completed 
its second encounter in its planned 12-year journey 
across the solar system.

•	 Launched in October 2021 by scientists from the 
Southwest Research Institute, Lucy swings past a 
total of Earth three times, using gravity assists to gain 
the speed and trajectory it needs to reach its distant 
targets.

•	 Over its 12-year mission, the spacecraft will visit eight 
asteroids, including one in the main asteroid belt and 
seven Trojans, making it the first mission to examine 
the unique population up close.

•	 The Trojans are time capsules from the solar system’s 
early days, and scientists believe they hold vital clues to 
how the planets formed and migrated. The spacecraft’s 
next destination is the Trojan asteroid Eurybates and 
its small satellite Queta, with the encounter set for 
August 2027.

Key Points
NASA’s headquarters	 —	 Washington DC, US
Administrator	 —	 Janet Petro (Acting)

Kazakhstan’s Largest Rare Earth Deposit Discovered

•	 Kazakhstan has uncovered its largest rare earth 
deposit to date, located in the Kuirektykol site within 
the Karaganda region.

•	 The Kuirektykol site, situated 300 km southeast of 
Astana in the Karkaraly district, features promising 
areas such as Irgiz and Dos.

•	 These zones exhibit rare earth element concentrations 
exceeding 0.1%, with some samples reaching up to 
0.25%. Preliminary assessments suggest the Irgiz area 
alone contains approximately 8,00,000 tons of rare 
earth metals, with an average content above 0.1%.

•	 In addition to Kuirektykol’s reserves, the larger Zhana 
Kazakhstan strata-bound area is projected to hold over 
20 million tons of rare earth metals at depths of up to 
300 m.

•	 This deposit includes valuable elements like cerium, 
lanthanum, neodymium and yttrium. With an average 
concentration of 700 g per ton, it rivals some of the 
world’s most significant deposits.
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Bangladesh Becomes Latest Member of Artemis Accords 
to Explore the Moon

•	 Bangladesh has become the latest signatory of the 
Artemis Mission, a US-led effort to explode the Moon 
with plans to build long-term settlements on the lunar 
surface and push onward to Mars.

•	 By signing the accords, Bangladesh builds upon an 
important foundation for the open, responsible and 
peaceful exploration of space.

•	 NASA and the US Department of State, and seven 
other initial signatory nations established the Artemis 
Accords in 2020 to peacefully explore the Moon.

•	 The accords are a first-ever set of practical guidelines 
for nations to increase the safety of operations and 
reduce risk and uncertainty in their civil exploration 
activities. So far, over 50 countries have signed the 
Artemis accords.

•	 India signed the Accords in 2023 to boost the 
cooperation between the two nations and explore 
the domain beyond the boundaries of Earth. The 
programme aims to build a permanent presence in 
lunar orbit and on the surface, over half a century after 
the Apollo missions ended. 

Panama Deal Allows US to Deploy Troops to the Canal

•	 US troops will be able to deploy to a string of bases 
along the Panama Canal under a joint deal, a major 
concession to President Donald Trump as he seeks to 
re-establish influence over the vital waterway.

•	 The agreement allows US military personnel to deploy 
to Panama-controlled facilities for training, exercises 
and “other activities”.

•	 The deal stops short of allowing the United States to 
build its own permanent bases on the isthmus, a move 
that would be deeply unpopular with Panamanians 
and legally fraught.

US House of Representatives Passed the Safeguard 
American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act

•	 The US House approved a bill that would require 
people to prove they are citizens when they register 
to vote, which opponents claim could disenfranchise 
millions of Americans.

•	 The SAVE Act is aimed at eliminating rare instances of 
non-citizens voting in US elections based on the false 
belief that large numbers of non-citizens are voting.

•	 The bill calls for people who register to vote or 
update their registration to show documentary proof 

of citizenship, which could be a passport or birth 
certificate. 

•	 While the bill says Real IDs, which have enhanced 
security standards, could be used if they indicate 
whether the applicant is a US citizen, these IDs 
ordinarily do not include that information, and lawful 
residents who are not citizens and ineligible to vote 
can still get Real IDs.

•	 The SAVE Act comes after the US President Donald 
Trump signed an executive order calling for a 
documentary proof of citizenship requirement to be 
added to federal voter registration forms in what his 
office called “the farthest-reaching executive action 
taken”.

China Unveils New Radio Telescope in Antarctica

•	 China has unveiled the “Three Gorges Antarctic Eye”, 
a 3.2 m aperture radio/millimetre-wave telescope, at 
Zhongshan Station in Antarctica.

•	 The telescope, co-developed by China Three Gorges 
University (CTGU) and Shanghai Normal University 
(SHNU), further cemented China’s advancements in 
Antarctic astronomy.

•	 The telescope has officially begun scientific observations 
of the Milky Way’s neutral hydrogen and ammonia 
molecular spectral lines, providing vital data to help 
unravel the dynamics of interstellar gas and the 
processes of star formation.

•	 The device will expand observations across radio 
to low-frequency millimetre-wave bands, driving 
technological advancements for next-generation 
Antarctic astronomy tools.

•	 Since 2023, CTGU has actively collaborated with SHNU 
to tackle the challenges of conducting astronomy in 
extreme environments. 

European Space Agency (ESA) is Set to Launch Its 
Biomass Mission

•	 ESA is set to launch its ambitious Biomass mission 
to map the world’s forests to provide the very first 
comprehensive measurements of forest biomass at a 
global scale.

•	 It will find out how forests are changing, and further 
our understanding about their role in the carbon cycle.

•	 The satellite will lift off aboard a Vega C rocket from 
the ESA’s Korou spaceport in French Guiana. It will 
be placed in a sun-synchronous orbit—meaning that it 
will always appear in the same position relative to our 
star—at an altitude of around 666 km.
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•	 The Biomass mission will explore how forests are 
changing and advance our understanding of their role 
in the carbon cycle.

Key Points
Director General, ESA	 —	 Josef Aschbacher
Headquarters	 —	 Paris, France

Google Revealed Its Ironwood Processor

•	 Alphabet unveiled its seventh-generation artificial 
intelligence chip named Ironwood, which is designed 
to speed the performance of AI applications.

•	 The Ironwood processor is geared toward the type of 
data crunching needed when users query software 
such as OpenAI’s ChatGPT. 

•	 Known in the tech industry as “inference” computing, 
the chips perform rapid calculations to render answers 
in a chatbot or generate other types of responses.

•	 The Ironwood chip is a model designed for running AI 
applications, or inference, and is designed to work in 
groups of as many as 9,216 chips. 

World’s First 3D-Printed Train Station in Japan

•	 In a world first, the Hatsushima railway station in Japan 
was built using 3D-printed components in under 6 h. 
The station is in Arida City, Wakayama.

•	 The station caters to around 530 passengers, who use 
a single line with trains running one to three times an 
hour.

•	 The West Japan Railway Company hired Serendix, a 
construction firm, to build the components of the new 
station. According to Serendix, printing the parts and 
reinforcing them with concrete took 7 days.

International Diabetes Federation (IDF) Launches New 
Type 5 Diabetes Working Group

•	 IDF President Professor Peter Schwarz announced the 
launch of a working group to develop formal diagnostic 
criteria and therapeutic guidelines for a type of diabetes 
linked to malnutrition that was formally classified as “type 
5 diabetes” during an international meeting of experts.

•	 The working group will also establish a global research 
registry and develop education modules to train 
healthcare professionals.

•	 The Type 5 Diabetes Working Group is co-chaired 
by Dr Meredith Hawkins, an endocrinologist and 
founding director of the Global Diabetes Institute at 

the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York, 
and Dr Nihal Thomas, a professor of endocrinology at 
Christian Medical College (CMC) in Vellore, India.

•	 Type 5 diabetes is estimated to affect between 20 and  
25 million people worldwide, primarily in regions such 
as Asia and Africa. 

•	 The concept of type 5 diabetes refers to severe insulin-
deficient diabetes (SIDD), characterised by elevated 
levels of insulin deficiency and poor metabolic control. 
Unlike type 2 diabetes, type 5 diabetes, also known as 
malnutrition-related diabetes, is primarily caused by 
chronic undernutrition, especially during childhood 
or adolescence. 

Meta Platforms Faces Antitrust Trial

•	 Meta Platforms Inc. faces a historic antitrust trial that 
could force the tech giant to break off Instagram and 
WhatsApp, startups it bought more than a decade ago 
that have since grown into social media powerhouses. 

•	 The looming antitrust trial will be the first big test of 
President Donald Trump’s Federal Trade Commission’s 
ability to challenge Big Tech. 

•	 The lawsuit was filed against Meta—then called 
Facebook—in 2020, during Trump’s first term. It claims 
the company bought Instagram and WhatsApp to 
squash competition and establish an illegal monopoly 
in the social media market.

Key Points
Headquarters	 —	 California, US
Chairman and CEO	 —	 Mark Zuckerberg

China Tests Non-Nuclear Hydrogen Bomb

•	 Chinese researchers have successfully detonated a 
hydrogen-based explosive device in a controlled field 
test, triggering devastating chemical chain reactions 
without using any nuclear materials.

•	 The 2 kg (4.4 lbs) bomb generated a fireball exceeding 
1,000 °C (1,832 °F) for more than 2s—15 times longer 
than equivalent TNT blasts—without using any 
nuclear materials.

•	 The bomb was developed by the China State 
Shipbuilding Corporation’s (CSSC) 705 Research 
Institute. The device uses a magnesium-based solid-
state hydrogen storage material.

•	 The hydrogen bomb can cause extended thermal 
damage because the white-hot fireball it produces— 
sufficient to melt aluminium alloys—lasts much longer 
than TNT’s fleeting 0.12 s flash. 
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China Launches Three Astronauts Parts of Shenzhou-20 
to Tiangong Space Station

•	 China successfully launched the Shenzhou-20 mission, 
sending three astronauts to its Tiangong space station 
for a six month stay.

•	 The crew, aboard a Long March 2F rocket, lifted off from 
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern 
China.

•	 The mission is led by Commander Chen Dong, a 
veteran astronaut on his third spaceflight, alongside 
first-time astronauts Chen Zhongrui and Wang Jie. 
They will replace the Shenzhou-19 crew, who are 
scheduled to return to Earth on 29 April.

•	 After docking with the Tiangong station within hours 
of launch, the crew will conduct experiments on high-
temperature superconductors, tissue regeneration 
using flatworms, and brain organoid models to study 
neurological health in space.

•	 In a historic collaboration, Pakistan is preparing 
astronauts for future Chinese missions, with two 
candidates to be selected from a shortlist of 5–10 
individuals by May 2025.

Pakistan Suspends Cholistan Canal Project

•	 The Pakistan Government has decided to halt the 
canals project after India decided to suspend the Indus 
Waters Treaty in the wake of a deadly terrorist attack 
in Pahalgam.

•	 Army Chief General Asim Munir and Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz inaugurated the ambitious 
Cholistan project in February to irrigate the desert 
region in Punjab province.

•	 Tension escalated between India and Pakistan after 
terrorists opened fire in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Pahalgam killing 26 people, mostly tourists, in the 
deadliest attack in the Valley since the Pulwama strike 
in 2019. The Resistance Front (TRF), a proxy of the 
banned Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

Mauritius Becomes First African Country to Sign ISA’s 
Country Partnership Framework

•	 Mauritius has become the first African country to sign 
a Country Partnership Framework (CPF) with the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA). 

•	 It is also the fourth country globally, after Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, and Cuba, to sign the CPF. 

•	 The CPF is a strategic initiative developed by ISA to 
facilitate long- and medium-term cooperation with its 
member countries.

•	 This partnership aims to provide a structured approach 
for collaboration between ISA and Mauritius on solar 
energy initiatives, aligning with the country’s national 
priorities.

•	 The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is a treaty-based 
intergovernmental organisation, launched in 2015 by 
India and France, aimed at promoting solar energy as 
a sustainable solution for energy access and climate 
change, to mobilise USD 1 trillion in solar investments 
by 2030.

News in Short

•	 Donald Trump announced a 90-day pause on tariffs for 
most countries except China, whose tariffs he raised to 
125%. 

•	 Estonia bans non-EU citizens from local elections 
amid security concerns following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

•	 Klaus Schwab, the founder of the World Economic 
Forum (WEF), has officially stepped down from his 
roles as Chair and Trustee after more than five decades 
of leadership.

•	 Russia has launched its first nuclear submarine armed 
with the Zircon hypersonic cruise missile. The Perm 
is the sixth vessel in the Yasen-class Project 885/885M 
family and is expected to be commissioned into the 
Russian Navy’s Pacific Fleet next year.

•	 UNESCO designated 16 new geoparks, bringing the 
total number of sites in the UNESCO Global Geoparks 
Network to 229 in 50 countries. The network now 
covers an area of almost 8,55,000 km², equivalent to 
the size of Namibia.

INDIA AND THE WORLD

India’s Five Point Action Plan Against Pakistan 

•	 The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS), India’s 
highest decision-making body on national security, 
has taken stringent actions against Pakistan following 
the discovery of cross-border links in the terror attack 

that killed 26 people, including a foreign national, in 
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir.

•	 India has suspended the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty 
(IWT) until Pakistan ceases its support for cross-border 
terrorism. IWT was signed between India and Pakistan 
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in 1960 and was brokered by the World Bank. This 
treaty established a mechanism for cooperation and 
information exchange on the use of the water of the 
Indus River and its five tributaries Sutlej, Beas, Ravi, 
Jhelum and Chenab. The water from three western 
rivers—Indus, Chenab and Jhelum—was allocated 
to Pakistan for unrestricted use. The water for three 
Eastern rivers—Ravi, Beas and Sutlej—was allocated 
to India for unrestricted usage.

•	 India has shut down Attari-Wagah Border Check Post 
suspending the movement of goods and people. 

•	 India has revoked the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Visa Exemption 
Scheme (SVES) for Pakistani nationals. All previously 
issued SVES visas have been deemed cancelled. 
Furthermore, Pakistani nationals who are currently in 
India under the scheme have been given a strict 48-h 
deadline to leave the country.

•	 India has expelled all Pakistani military, Naval, and Air 
advisors stationed at the Pakistani High Commission 
in New Delhi. These personnel have been declared 
persona non grata and must vacate India within one 
week. In response, India will also withdraw its own 
military advisors from the Indian High Commission in 
Islamabad.

•	 As part of a continued effort to curtail bilateral 
diplomatic ties, India has announced a reduction in 
the overall strength of the Indian High Commission 
in Pakistan. The number of diplomatic personnel in 
Islamabad will be reduced to 30 by 1 May 2025, down 
from the current 55. This reduction will further limit 
the scope of bilateral interactions between the two 
countries.

India Ends Transshipment for Bangladesh Exports

•	 India has formally revoked the transshipment facility 
that allowed Bangladesh to export goods to third 
countries via Indian land customs stations, ports, and 
airports. 

•	 This decision marks the end of a nearly five year 
arrangement established in June 2020. 

•	 The transshipment facility enabled Bangladeshi exporters 
to transport goods through Indian territory to reach 
third-country destinations. Under this arrangement, 
cargo from Bangladesh could pass through Indian 
Land Customs Stations (LCSs) en route to ports and 
airports, such as Indira Gandhi International Airport 
in New Delhi. 

•	 This facilitated smoother trade flows for Bangladeshi 
exports to regions like Europe, West Asia, and beyond.

•	 It provided Bangladeshi exporters with an alternative 
route to global markets while leveraging India’s 
logistical infrastructure. 

India Calls on BRICS to Unite on “Baku to Belem 
Roadmap”

•	 India urged the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa) to mobilise $1.3 trillion to strengthen 
climate financing mechanisms and achieve global 
sustainable commitments.

•	 The 11th BRICS Environment Ministers’ meeting in 
Brazil, focused on the Baku to Belem Roadmap and called 
for a balanced transition that prioritises developing 
nations’ growth while ensuring sustainability.

•	 The Baku to Belem Roadmap is aimed at securing 
$1.3 trillion in climate finance to support Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). India pitched for 
a collaborative approach to achieve the climate action 
goals—nationally determined contributions.

BRICS Nations Introduced the “BRICS Land Restoration 
Partnership”

•	 BRICS nations, including India, have launched “BRICS 
Land Restoration Partnership” to address the issues of 
land degradation, desertification and soil fertility loss 
in the group’s 11 member countries, and collectively 
reiterated their resolve to make the global agri-food 
system fair, inclusive, innovative and sustainable.

•	 The move was supported by these countries at the 
15th BRICS Agriculture Ministers’ meeting in Brasilia, 
Brazil.

•	 It was the first agriculture ministers’ meeting of the 
expanded BRICS, which now has 11 members. 

India and International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Sign 
Agreement to Host Its Headquarters

•	 The International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) signed an 
agreement with the central government formalising 
India as the headquarters and secretariat of the alliance, 
over two months after it came into force as a full-
fledged treaty-based intergovernmental organisation.

•	 The IBCA was launched at the initiative of India to 
focus on global conservation of seven big cats —the 
tiger, lion, leopard, snow leopard, puma, jaguar and 
cheetah.

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the IBCA in 
April 2023 during the 50th year celebrations of Project 
Tiger.
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•	 The Government of India shall provide budgetary 
support of `150 crore to IBCA for creating a corpus, 
building infrastructure, and meeting recurring 
expenditure for 5 years from 2023–24 to 2028–29. 

India and Italy Agree to Take Forward IMEEC Initiative

•	 India and Italy have decided to expand cooperation in 
areas of trade, defence, clean energy and high technology 
while agreeing to work jointly in implementing the 
ambitious India-Middle-East-Europe-Economic Corridor 
(IMEEC).

•	 Ways to deepen India–Italy cooperation under the 
framework of Joint Strategic Action Plan (JSAP) 2025–
29 figured prominently during talks between External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Italian Deputy Prime 
Minister Antonio Tajani.

•	 During the delegation-level talks, Jaishankar and Tajani 
reviewed the growing bilateral cooperation under the 
ambit of JSAP, which included the areas of trade and 
investment, defence and security, space, science and 
technology, clean energy transition and people-to-
people ties.

•	 The JSAP was announced by PM Narendra Modi 
and Italian PM Giorgia Meloni following their last 
November meeting at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

PM Modi Unveils 21-Point Plan to Boost BIMSTEC Ties, 
Trade and Tech

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed a 21-point 
action plan that includes linking India’s UPI with the 
payment systems of BIMSTEC nations and setting 
up a BIMSTEC Chamber of Commerce to strengthen 
engagement amongst the grouping’s members.

•	 Prime Minister Modi was addressing the sixth Bay 
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral and Technical 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) summit, hosted by Thai Prime 
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

•	 The BIMSTEC Summit, which had a theme of 
“BIMSTEC: Prosperous, Resilient and Open”, also 
adopted the Bangkok Vision 2030 and a Maritime 
Transportation Agreement to boost connectivity and 
engagement between member nations.

•	 The chairmanship of the regional grouping was 
handed over to Bangladesh at the Summit.

•	 The action plan proposed by Prime Minister Modi also 
includes the BIMSTEC for Organised Development of 
Human Resource Infrastructure initiative (BODHI), 
which aims to train 300 youths from BIMSTEC 
countries in India every year.

•	 BRICS nations, including India, have launched the 
“BRICS Land Restoration Partnership” to address 
the issues of land degradation, desertification and 
soil fertility loss in the group’s 11 member countries, 
and collectively reiterated their resolve to make the 
global agri-food system fair, inclusive, innovative and 
sustainable.

News in Short

•	 New York City has officially declared 14 April, 2025, 
as Dr B.R. Ambedkar Day, commemorating the 135th 
anniversary of the birth of Dr. Ambedkar, the architect 
of India’s Constitution. The proclamation was made at 
a special event held at the United Nations HQ.

•	 A team of researchers from India and the UK recently 
discovered a species of land snail from the Konkan 
region of Maharashtra and named it Theobaldius 
konkanensis.

FINANCE, ECONOMY AND BANKING

Finance Minister Launches “NITI NCAER States 
Economic Forum” Portal

•	 Finance Minister Ms Nirmala Sitharaman launched the 
“NITI NCAER States Economic Forum” portal.

•	 The portal has been developed by NITI Aayog, 
in collaboration with the National Council of 
Applied Economic Research (NCAER), which is a 
comprehensive repository of data on social, economic 
and fiscal parameters, research reports, papers, and 
expert commentary on State Finances for a period of 
about 30 years (i.e., 1990–91 to 2022–23). 

•	 The NITI NCAER States Economic Forum is a key step 
in data-driven research, especially on public finances.

Key Points
Director General, NCAER	 —	 Dr. Poonam Gupta
Niti Aayog CEO	 —	 BVR Subrahamanyam
NITI Aayog, Vice Chairman	—	 Suman K Bery  

Government Announces “One State, One RRB” 
Implementation From 1 May, 2025

•	 The Union Government announced the amalgamation 
of several Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), effective from 
1 May, 2025.
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•	 In line with the powers granted under Section 23A(1) 
of the Regional Rural Banks Act, 1976, the notification 
stipulates that these RRBs will merge into a single 
entity, inheriting their respective properties, powers, 
rights, obligations and duties.

•	 The new structure is aimed at improving the efficiency 
of the RRBs and minimising competition among the 
public sector banks that sponsor them. 

•	 This large-scale amalgamation is expected to streamline 
operations, enhance the financial strength of the RRBs 
and improve their ability to serve rural communities 
more effectively. 

•	 Each new RRB will operate under the sponsorship of 
a major public sector bank, ensuring greater financial 
stability and operational efficiency.

•	 RRBs were established regionally and are oriented 
towards rural areas, with capital contributed by the 
Government of India, state governments and sponsor 
banks under the RRB Act, 1976.

•	 State Bank of India (SBI) sponsors the most number 
of RRBs (14), followed by Punjab National Bank (nine) 
and Canara Bank (four). 

Niveshak Didi Initiative 

•	 The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority 
(IEPFA) and India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) launched 
Phase 2 of the “Niveshak Didi” initiative. 

•	 Initially, it was launched in 2023 and it will be entering 
Phase 2 in April 2025.

•	 The initiative aims to build financial awareness and 
responsible money management habits among rural 
women through community-driven models. It is 
working to promote inclusive banking, digital literacy 
and fraud prevention using local women influencers.

Government of India Launches the “Global Tariff and 
Trade Helpdesk”

•	 The Government of India has officially launched 
the “Global Tariff and Trade Helpdesk” under the 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) to 
empower Indian exporters, importers and other 
stakeholders in addressing emerging challenges in 
global trade and tariff regulations.

•	 This strategic initiative is designed to streamline 
assistance related to international tariffs, import surges, 
EXIM clearance delays, dumping cases, supply chain 
disruptions and other trade-related concerns. 

•	 It reflects the government’s ongoing efforts to support 
seamless cross-border trade and strengthen India’s 
presence in the global marketplace.

RBI Amends Liquidity Coverage Ratio Norms

•	 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the final 
guidelines under the Basel III Liquidity Coverage Ratio 
(LCR) framework, easing certain provisions from its 
earlier draft proposal issued in July 2024.

•	 The new rules will come into effect from 1 April, 
2026, and will apply to all commercial banks, except 
Payments Banks, Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), and 
Local Area Banks.

•	 The revised provisions are expected to improve banks’ 
LCR.

•	 The Liquidity Coverage Ratio is a regulatory standard 
developed by the Basel Committee on Banking 
Supervision. It requires banks to hold a buffer of High-
Quality Liquid Assets (HQLA) that can cover expected 
net cash outflows over a 30-day stress scenario.

•	 HQLAs include assets like government securities and 
AAA-rated corporate bonds.

•	 From April 2026, stable deposits will attract a 7.5% run-
off and less stable ones a 12.5% rate. 

•	 RBI directed banks to assign additional run-off rates 
of 2.5% to internet and mobile banking-enabled retail 
and small business customer deposits.

•	 Funding from non-financial entities like trusts 
(educational, charitable and religious), partnerships, 
LLPs, will attract a lower run-off rate of 40% as against 
100% currently.

Key Points

RBI’s headquarters	 —	 Mumbai, Maharashtra 
Governor	 —	 Sanjay Malhotra  

PNB Celebrates 131st Foundation Day With the Launch 
of 34 New in Initiatives

•	 Punjab National Bank (PNB), the nation’s leading 
public sector bank, celebrated its 131st Foundation 
Day on 12 April, commemorating over a century of 
resilience, trust and customer-centric banking.

•	 The day was marked with the launch of 34 new 
banking products and services, including 12 customer-
centric deposit schemes and 10 digital transformation 
products.

•	 Among the deposit products rolled out are schemes 
for salaried professionals, women, defence personnel, 
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farmers, NRIs, senior citizens, pensioners, students 
and youth.

•	 The bank has also introduced a QR code-based 
customer feedback mechanism, a live-chat assistant 
“Pihu”, and new internal banking functionalities for 
enhanced customer service.

•	 The Bank partnered with Kalinga Institute of Social 
Sciences (KISS) Foundation to support the wellbeing 
and literacy of underprivileged indigenous students of 
Bhubaneswar and with Water for People India Trust to 
facilitate its project “Harvest for Resilience”.

•	 PNB, in partnership with PNB PRERNA—an 
association of senior women officials of the bank and 
the wives of senior bank officials whose primary goal 
is to support and promote the bank’s CSR efforts—also 
announced new CSR collaborations.

Key Points

PNB MD & CEO   —   Ashok Chandra

RBI Instructs All Banks, Financial Companies and Other 
Regulated Entities to Use PRAVAAH Portal From 1 May, 
2025

•	 RBI has given clear instructions that from 1 May, 2025, 
all banks, financial companies and other regulated 
entities must use the PRAVAAH portal to submit any 
applications for authorisations, licenses and approvals.

•	 PRAVAAH stands for Platform for Regulatory Application, 
Validation and Authorisation. It is a secure, web-based 
portal launched by the RBI on 28 May, 2024.

•	 PRAVAAH aims to provide a single, safe and streamlined 
platform where individuals and companies can apply 
for different permissions from the RBI.

•	 The rule applies to Scheduled Commercial Banks 
(including Small Finance Banks, Local Area Banks, 
and Regional Rural Banks), Urban Co-operative Banks, 
State Co-operative Banks, Central Co-operative Banks, 
All-India Financial Institutions, Non-Banking Financial 
Companies (including Housing Finance Companies), 
Primary Dealers, Payment System Operators, and 
Credit Information Companies.

RBI Caps FEMA Violation Penalty to `2 Lakh

•	 RBI has capped the penalty amount for FEMA (Foreign 
Exchange Management Act) violations to `2 lakh, 
down from a percentage of the amount of violations 
earlier in an easing of regulations. 

•	 Violations including use of liberalised remittance 
scheme (LRS) proceeds not reinvested within 180 days, 
exports not made within 1 year of advance receipt and 
gifting high value shares without RBI permission will 
now be penalised to a maximum of `2 lakh versus 
0.30%–0.75% of the violation amount earlier.

•	 FEMA rules prevents, for example, foreign property 
to be bought on a mortgage abroad, overseas direct 
investment (ODI) sale without a valuation report 
or ODI sale proceeds not repatriated within 90 
days, resident Indians gifting high value shares to 
non-resident relatives without RBI permission and 
agricultural property purchases by NRIs.

RBI Launches Whatsapp Channel for Verified Financial 
Updates

•	 RBI has launched a WhatsApp channel that will 
provide financial information and updates to people, 
especially those in remote and underserved regions of 
the country.

•	 The channel marks an expansion of the regulator’s 
public awareness campaign titled “RBI Kehta Hai” 
(RBI Says), which has been actively disseminating key 
messages about safe banking practices, consumer rights 
and responsible financial behaviour through multiple 
channels, including SMS, TV ads, digital media and 
print.

•	 The verified WhatsApp account will serve as an 
additional channel through which the RBI can share 
timely and relevant information directly with users in 
a simple, secure and convenient manner.

RBI Celebrates Its 90th Anniversary

•	 President of India, Droupadi Murmu, released a special 
Postage Stamp to commemorate the 90th Anniversary 
of RBI at the National Centre for the Performing 
Arts (NCPA). This special stamp serves as a tribute 
to the institution’s significant contributions to India’s 
economic growth and its unwavering commitment to 
financial stewardship.

•	 The Reserve Bank of India was established on 1 April, 
1935, at its iconic building in Kolkata.

RBI Revises ATM Cash Withdrawal Charges

•	 RBI and the National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) have approved a revision in interchange fees. 

•	 For customers, this means banks can now charge up to 
`23 plus taxes per transaction beyond the free monthly 
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limit. The higher fees apply to both financial and non-
financial transactions at ATMs and Cash Recycler 
Machines (CRMs).

•	 The interchange fee—the amount banks pay one 
another for ATM services—has also been revised. It 
now stands at `19 for financial transactions and `7 for 
non-financial transactions, with GST added on top.

SEBI Flags Fund Diversion, Stock Manipulation

•	 In a major action against the Gensol Engineering 
Limited (GEL) and its promoters, market regulator 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
has removed the promoter brothers Anmol Singh 
Jaggi, Puneet Singh Jaggi from holding the post of 
directorship in the company or any key post. The 
action was initiated following a complaint received 
in June 2024, highlighting the manipulation of share 
prices and misuse of company funds. 

•	 GEL and Jaggi brothers have been barred from 
accessing the market. SEBI will also appoint a forensic 
auditor to examine books of accounts of GEL and its 
related parties.

•	 SEBI alleged, prima facie findings have shown 
misutilisation and diversion of funds of GEL in a 
fraudulent manner by its promoter directors, Anmol 
Singh Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi, who are also the 
direct beneficiaries of the diverted funds.

Key Points

SEBI’s headquarters	 —	 Mumbai
Chairperson	 —	 Tuhin Kanta Pandey  

Renault Buys Nissan’s 51% Stake in India Manufacturing 
Unit

•	 French auto major Renault will buy out its Japanese 
partner Nissan’s stake in their Indian joint venture—
Renault Nissan Automotive India Private Ltd.

•	 Renault Group would own 100% of Renault Nissan 
Automotive India Private Ltd (RNAIPL), by acquiring 
the 51% shareholding currently held by Nissan. The 
agreement also includes an operational agreement to 
continue the current projects between Renault Group 
and Nissan, and to define the future relationship of 
Renault Group and Nissan in India.

Milkfed Unveils “Veera” Mascot for Verka

•	 In Punjab, Milkfed, the seventh largest Punjab-based 
milk cooperative of India, has launched its mascot 

“Veera” for its dairy brand “Verka” to popularise its 
products and boost sales across the country. 

•	 The mascot, Veera, which means brother, depicts a 
smiling young Sikh boy extending greetings with 
folded hands.

HIL Limited Rebrands as BirlaNu

•	 HIL Limited has officially rebranded as BirlaNu 
Limited, marking a significant step in its growth 
strategy and commitment to delivering high-quality 
building products and solutions.

•	 BirlaNu Limited announced a $150 million investment 
as part of its strategy to achieve $1 billion in revenue 
by 2028. 

•	 The investment will focus on expanding production 
capabilities, enhancing sustainability efforts, and intro-
ducing innovative building solutions.

Key Points
President of BirlaNu	  —	 Avanti Birla

 

ABCL Completes Merger of Subsidiary Aditya Birla 
Finance With Itself

•	 Aditya Birla Capital has completed the amalgamation 
of its wholly owned subsidiary Aditya Birla Finance 
with itself to create a unified larger operating NBFC.

•	 This follows the order of the National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT), Ahmedabad Bench, and the scheme 
of amalgamation is effective from 1 April, 2025.

•	 In March last year, the decision to merge Aditya 
Birla Finance with the parent entity was taken by 
the respective boards, subject to receipt of various 
statutory and regulatory approvals.

SBI Deploys “Grahak Mitras” to Boost Alternate Banking 
Channel Adoption

•	 State Bank of India (SBI) plans to engage the services of 
personnel from its wholly owned subsidiary, State Bank 
Operations Support Services (SBOSS), to shepherd its 
customers towards alternate banking channels.

•	 The role of the “Grahak Mitra” (customers’ friend) 
from SBOSS will be to encourage customers to utilise 
the services available through self-service channels 
and also provide them first-level assistance at SBI’s 
branches.

•	 The Grahak Mitras will be deployed at about 4,500 
branches or 20% of the Bank’s 22,740 branches across 
the country.
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•	 This move is aimed at taking the pressure off SBI’s 
branches. Besides, many customers receive direct 
benefit transfers from the government in their accounts 
with the bank.

Key Points
Headquarters	 —	 Mumbai
Chairman	 —	 Challa Sreenivasulu Setty

 
Central government sets up Panel to Draft Plan for New 
National Manufacturing Mission

•	 The government has formed an inter-ministerial 
committee to design the main plan for the new national 
manufacturing mission.

•	 The mission was first announced in the Budget on  
1 February to boost the Make in India initiative. 

•	 The committee is led by Niti Aayog CEO B V R 
Subrahmanyam and is holding several meetings with 
important stakeholders.

•	 The mission will focus on five key areas: making it easier 
and cheaper to do business, preparing a future-ready 
workforce, strengthening the MSME sector, providing 
better technology and ensuring high-quality products. 
It will cover small, medium and large industries.

India’s Pharma Exports Cross $30 Billion in FY25

•	 In a significant achievement, India’s annual drug and 
pharmaceutical exports touched an unprecedented 
record $30 billion in Fiscal Year 2025 bolstered by a 31% 
year-on-year surge in March.

•	 Pharma exports in March rose 31.21% YoY to $3,681.51 
million ($2,805.71 million).

•	 Pharmaceutical exports reached $30,467.32 million in 
FY25, more than a 9% increase from $27,851.70 million 
in FY24.

•	 Pharmaceutical exports touched $30 billion for the first 
time. 

News in Short 

•	 India’s external debt rose by 10.7% to USD 717.9 billion 
in December 2024 from USD 648.7 billion in December 

2023, with a slight 0.7% quarter-on-quarter increase.
•	 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated banks 

to migrate their net banking websites to the exclusive 
“.bank.in” domain by 31 October, 2025.

•	 Zepto has renamed its parent entity from Kiranakart 
to Zepto Private Limited ahead of its IPO to align its 
legal name with its brand identity.

•	 The Reserve Bank of India permitted banks to allow 
minors above the age of ten years to open and operate 
savings/term deposit accounts independently. 

•	 Fintech infrastructure firm Juspay will become the first 
unicorn of 2025 as it aims to raise $150 million in its 
latest funding round. Juspay, founded by Vimal Kumar 
and Sheetal Lalwani in 2012, is the leading provider of 
payment orchestration software.

•	 Tata Digital partnered with SBI Card to launch the 
Tata Neu Infinity SBI Credit Card. The card rewards 
customers with up to 5% value back for online and 
offline spends at specified Tata brands.

•	 India’s mobile phone exports have soared to an 
unprecedented high, crossing the `2,00,000 crore 
mark in the financial year 2024–25, according to 
data released by the India Cellular and Electronics 
Association (ICEA). This marks a significant 55% surge 
from `1,29,000 crore recorded in FY 2023–24.

•	 The RBI has capped penalties for FEMA violations at 
`2 lakh. This new cap replaces the previous system 
where penalties were calculated as a percentage of the 
violation amount. The move aims to ease compliance 
burdens for individuals and corporations.

•	 The Reserve Bank of India said 98.21% of the `2,000 
banknotes have been returned to the banking system, 
with only `6,366 crore in circulation. The RBI had 
withdrawn these notes on 19 May, 2023.

•	 The Ministry of Finance has categorically denied recent 
rumors suggesting that it is planning to impose Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) on Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI) transactions exceeding `2,000.

DEFENCE NEWS

9K33 Osa-AK Missile System

•	 Indian Army has conducted a live missile firing exercise 
at the Gopalpur Seawards Firing Ranges in Odisha, 
involving the firing of the 9K33 Osa-AK missile system, 
with all direct hits on the Manoeuvrable Expendable 
Aerial Target (MEAT).

•	 The Osa-AK is a Soviet-designed, low-altitude, short-
range surface-to-air missile system.

•	 It was developed in the 1960s and inducted by the 
Soviet Union in 1972. It has been the mainstay for 
several armies across the world, including the Indian 
Army.
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•	 The Osa-AK missile system can quickly respond to 
threats in a rapidly changing combat environment. 

•	 It’s an all-in-one vehicle setup, combining the transporter-
erector-launcher and radar (TELAR), enables it to 
detect, track and engage aerial threats independently. 

•	 The missile system is fully amphibious, air transportable 
and able to operate in a range of terrain conditions.

Key Points
Chief of the Army Staff	 —	General Upendra 

Dwivedi
Chief of the Defence Staff	 —	General Anil Chauhan
Union Defence Minister	 —	Rajnath Singh 

India’s Homegrown Trainer Aircraft “Hansa NG” Set to 
Soar Higher

•	 Hansa NG is an indigenous two-seater trainer aircraft, 
equipped with electrically operated flaps to meet 
the user’s requirements. It offers excellent aircraft 
performance with a higher range of 620 nautical 
miles, 7 h endurance and a maximum cruise speed 
of 98 knots calibrated airspeed (KCAS). It costs about  
`2 crore less than half of the imported planes.

•	 CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), a 
constituent of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), under the aegis of the Science 
and Technology Minister, indigenously designed 
and developed HANSA-3 (NG) trainer aircraft for 
commercial pilot licensing (CPL).

•	 The aircraft offers a digital display (glass cockpit) 
system and is powered by an advanced fuel-efficient 
Rotax 912 iSc3 Sports engine, a bubble canopy with a 
cabin width of 43 inches.

•	 The aircraft can also be used for surveillance purposes 
and environmental monitoring. 

Key Points

Director, CSIR-NAL  —   Abhay A Pashilkar

Indian Navy Launched the Offshore Patrol Vessel INS 
Sunayna as Part of the Indian Ocean Ship (IOS) SAGAR 
Initiative

•	 Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh flagged-off 
Indian Navy Offshore Patrol Vessel, INS Sunayna, as 
Indian Ocean Ship (IOS) SAGAR (Security and Growth 
for All in the Region) in Karwar, Karnataka. 

•	 IOS SAGAR is a pioneering effort aimed at bringing 
together the navies and maritime agencies of the 

Southwest IOR on an Indian Naval platform. The 
mission will serve as an opportunity to provide 
comprehensive training to sea-riders from friendly 
countries and marks an unprecedented collaboration 
in maritime security.

•	 The ship has 44 naval personnel from nine Friendly 
Foreign Nations (FFNs) of the Indian Ocean Region, 
embarked as part of the ship’s crew. The FFN includes 
Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and South Africa. 
The participation of personnel from FFNs onboard INS 
Sunayna further underscores the significance of this 
initiative in promoting global maritime cooperation. 

•	 Through such exercises and engagements, the Indian 
Navy remains committed to advancing collective 
maritime security, fostering goodwill and ensuring 
the free and safe movement of shipping lanes in the 
region. 

Key Points

Chief of the Naval Staff — Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi

India Set to Operationalise Dedicated Base With 
Underground Bunkers by Next Year

•	 India is preparing to operationalise INS Varsha, a 
dedicated naval base for nuclear-powered submarines, 
on the eastern coast near Rambilli in Andhra Pradesh 
by 2026.

•	 The high-security facility, part of the long-planned 
Project Varsha, is designed to support India’s 
growing fleet of nuclear submarines and enhance the 
survivability of its sea-based deterrent.

•	 The new base includes underground pens, extensive 
tunnel systems and both inner and outer harbour 
facilities.

•	 The strategic location allows submarines to discreetly 
access the deep waters of the Bay of Bengal, minimising 
exposure to surveillance.

•	 Once complete, it will provide logistical and operational 
support to India’s fleet of SSBNs (nuclear-powered 
ballistic missile submarines), which form the underwater 
leg of the country’s nuclear triad.

Indian Army Extends Mobile Connectivity to Remote 
Ladakh Border Villages

•	 In a joint effort with telecom providers and local 
administration, the Indian Army has brought mobile 
connectivity to some of the country’s most remote 
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and high-altitude locations, extending communication 
access to both soldiers and civilians along the Line of 
Actual Control in Ladakh.

•	 The connectivity is intended to help soldiers stationed 
in winter cut-off posts at altitudes above 18,000 ft. stay 
in contact with their families.

•	 The initiative was carried out under the Whole-of-
Government framework. 

•	 The Indian Army, using its optical fiber cable 
infrastructure, collaborated with Telecom Service 
Providers (TSPs) and the Union Territory Administration 
of Ladakh. The Fire and Fury Corps played a central 
role in this collaboration. Multiple mobile towers were 
installed on Army infrastructure, including four towers 
in the Ladakh and Kargil districts.

•	 A 5G mobile tower was installed on the Siachen Glacier, 
which is the highest battlefield in the world.

The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) Introduced the BM-04 Short-Range Ballistic 
Missile

•	 DRDO has revealed the country’s latest short-range 
ballistic missile called BM-04, which is likely to have 
hypersonic speed.

•	 It will be a boost-glide vehicle, which means the BM-04 
can fly at hypersonic speeds (Mach 5 and above). 

•	 The missile will be used to neutralise enemy anti-
access/area denial (A2/AD) capabilities and ensure that 
the Indian defence forces do not face any operational 
restrictions in a highly contested battlefield. 

•	 BM-04 has an operation range of 400–1500 km 
propelling it into the league of intermediate-range 
ballistic missiles. However, the DRDO claims that it is 
a short-range missile.

•	 The missile will use solid fuel to power its way to 
the enemy target. It will be armed with a 500 kg 
conventional warhead and use the Indian Regional 
Navigation Satellite System as well as the GPS to home.

•	 Only three other nations—Russia, the United States of 
America and China—have hypersonic missiles in their 
arsenal.

Key Points
Chairman, DRDO  — Dr Samir V Kamat 

DRDO Successfully Conducted the Release Trials of 
Long-Range Glide Bomb (LRGB) “Gaurav”

•	 DRDO successfully conducted the Release Trials of the 
Long-Range Glide Bomb (LRGB) “Gaurav” from the 
Su-30 MKI aircraft. 

•	 During the trials, the weapon was integrated into 
multiple stations in different warhead configurations, 
with a land target on the island. 

•	 The trials successfully demonstrated a range close to 
100 km with pinpoint accuracy.

•	 LRGB “Gaurav” is a 1,000 kg class glide bomb, 
designed and developed indigenously by Research 
Centre Imarat, Armament Research and Development 
Establishment and Integrated Test Range, Chandipur.

India Successfully Tested the Mk-II(A) Laser-Directed 
Energy Weapon (DEW) System

•	 India successfully tested its first high-energy laser 
weapon, the Mk-II(A) Laser-Directed Energy Weapon 
(DEW) at the National Open Air Range (NOAR) in the 
Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh.

•	 Mk-II(A) was developed indigenously by DRDO’s 
Centre for High Energy Systems and Sciences (CHESS), 
Hyderabad.

•	 It can disable fixed-wing and swarm drones, and 
smaller projectiles efficiently. The DEW system offers 
a cost-effective alternative to traditional military 
solutions. The cost of firing the weapon for a few 
seconds is likened to the price of a couple of litres of 
petrol. 

•	 India is the fourth country in the world, after the US, 
China and Russia, to possess advanced LASER weapon 
capabilities.

News in Short

•	 Defence exports have surged to a record high of 
`23,622 crore (approx. US$ 2.76 billion) in the Financial 
Year (FY) 2024–25. A growth of `2,539 crore or 12.04% 
has been registered in the just-concluded FY over the 
defence exports figures of FY 2023–24, which were 
`21,083 crore.

Name of the Exercise Countries Involved Place 

Exercise Desert Flag-10 Multinational air combat exercise hosted by 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Air Force

Al Dhafra Air Base, UAE

Exercise DUSTLIK-VI Joint military exercise between India and 
Uzbekistan

Foreign Training Node, Aundh, Pune
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Exercise Balikatan 25 Largest bilateral exercise conducted between 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the 
United States

Philippines

Exercise INIOCHOS-25 Multi-national air exercise Andravida Air Base, Greece

Exercise Tiger Triumph 2025 Bilateral tri-service Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief (HADR) amphibious exercise

Harbour phase: Visakhapatnam to 
the waves off Kakinada

APPOINTMENTS

Name Designation 

Ambuj Chandna MD and Head of Consumer Banking Group, DBS Bank India

Kamal Haasan Chairperson of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry’s 
(FICCI) Media and Entertainment Committee South.

Sohini Rajola Executive Director: Growth at the National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI)

H Shankar Managing Director of CPCL

Poonam Gupta Deputy Governor, RBI

Mirabai Chanu Chairperson of the Newly Established Athletes Commission Under the Indian 
Weightlifting Federation (IWLF)

Sivasubramanian Ramann Chairperson of the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 
(PFRDA)

Swaminathan S. Iyer Whole-time Member (life) of the Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI)

N Chandrasekaran Member of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director’s 
Advisory Council on Entrepreneurship and Growth.

Salila Pande MD and CEO of SBI Card

Dr Mohan Rajan Vice President of All India Ophthalmological Society (AIOS)

Justice BR Gavai Successor to Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna

Arun Palli Chief Justice of the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and Ladakh High Court

Viral Davda Deputy CIO at Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)

Justice Dinesh Maheshwari Chief of the 23rd Law Commission of India

Satish Chavva CEO, Oman India Joint Investment Fund (OIJIF) 

Seema Agrawal Director-General of Police (DGP)/ Director of Fire and Rescue Services

Judge Kaveri Baweja Registrar (Vigilance) of Delhi High Court

Mangi Lal Jat Secretary of the Department of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE) and 
the Director General of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

T. Rabi Sankar Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

Kriti Sanon First Indian Brand Ambassador for Dreame Technology
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Jitendra Mishra President of the International Centre of Films for Children and Young People 
(CIFEJ)

Ananya Panday First-Ever Indian Brand Ambassador of Chanel

Stacie Sire Vice President and Managing Director (VP and MD) of the Boeing India 
Engineering & Technology Center (BIETC)

Mohsin Naqvi President of the Asian Cricket Council (ACC)

Shirley Botchwey First African Woman Secretary General of the Commonwealth

Mark Carney Prime Minister of Canada 

Neelam Dhungana Acting Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank

Daniel Noboa President of Ecuador 

General Brice Oligui Nguema President of Gabon

BOOKS AND AUTHORS

Books Authors 

The Kashmir Shawl Rosie Thomas

Careless People Sarah Wynn-Williams

The Great Conciliator A Book On Lal Bahadur Shastri Sanjeev Chopra

The India I Saw S. Ambujammal

Ramanujan: Journey of a Great Mathematician Arun Singhal and Devendra Kumar Sharma

OBITUARIES (NATIONAL)

Name Occupation 

Manoj Kumar Actor 

Shaji N Karun Filmaker 

Ram Sahay Pandey Folk Dancer 

Ravi Kumar Actor 

Dadi Ratan Mohini Spiritual Head of Brahma Kumaris 

Kumudini Lakhia Kathak Legend

Daripalli Ramaiah (“Vanajeevi”) Dedicated Environmentalist and Padma Shri Awardee

Muttayil Govinda Sankara Narayanan Indian Historian, Academic and Political Commentator

Dr K. Kasturirangan Former ISRO Chairman and Visionary Scientist 

Vishnu Prasad Malayalam Actor
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OBITUARIES (INTERNATIONAL)

Name Occupation

Jean Marsh British Television Actress

Richard Chamberlain Television and Film Actor

Val Kilmer Actor

Mario Vargas Llosa Noble Award Winner

Pope Francis First Latin American and Jesuit Pope in History

DAYS AND THEMES

Date Day Theme

April 1 Odisha Day 

April 1–7 Prevention of Blindness Week 

April 2 World Autism Awareness Day Advancing Neurodiversity and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

April 4 International Day for Mine 
Awareness and Assistance in Mine 
Action

Safe Futures Start Here

April 5 National Maritime Day

April 6 International Day of Sports for 
Development and Peace

Leveling the Playing Field: Sport for Social Inclusion

April 7 World Health Day Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures

April 10 World Homeopathy Day Adhyayan, Adhyaapan, Anusandhaan (Education, Practice, 
and Research)

April 11 National Safe Motherhood Day Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures

April 11 World Parkinson’s Day

April 13 Jallianwala Bagh Massacre Day

April 17 World Haemophilia Day Access for All: Women and Girls Bleed Too

April 18 World Heritage Day Heritage Under Threat From Disasters and Conflicts: 
Preparedness and Learning From 60 Years of ICOMOS Actions

April 18 Adult Autism Awareness Day Advancing Neurodiversity and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

April 19 World Liver Day Food is Medicine

April 21 National Civil Service Day

April 22 World Earth Day Our Power, Our Planet

April 23 World Book and Copyright Day The role of literature in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
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April 24 World Day for Animals in 
Laboratories

April 24 National Panchayati Day

April 24–30 World Immunisation Week Immunisation for All is Humanly Possible

April 25 World Malaria Day Malaria Ends With Us: Reinvest, Reimagine, Reignite

April 25 World Penguin Day

April 26 World Intellectual Property Day Tuning in With the Music of Innovation and Creativity

April 26 National Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Literacy Day

April 26 World Veterinary Day Animal Health Takes a Team

April 26 World Healing Day Mental Health for All: Prioritising Emotional Wellbeing

April 28 World Day for Safety and Health at 
Work

April 30 Ayushman Bharat Diwas

REPORTS, RANKINGS AND INDEX

Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2025

•	 The Fiscal Health Index 2025 offers a valuable tool for 
assessing the fiscal performance of Indian states. The 
index is released by NITI Aayog. 

•	 It highlights the need for continuous monitoring, 
prudent fiscal management and proactive measures 
to enhance states’ financial health. 

•	 The Index underscores the importance of revenue 
generation, efficient expenditure management, debt 
control, and adherence to fiscal deficit targets for 
overall fiscal sustainability. 

•	 Odisha leads the Fiscal Health Index with a top 
score of 67.8, excelling in the Debt Index (99.0) and 
Debt Sustainability (64.0). Odisha is followed by 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand and Gujarat.

India Launches the First Digital Threat Report 2024

•	 In a landmark initiative to strengthen cybersecurity 
resilience in the Banking, Financial Services, and 
Insurance (BFSI) sector, CERT-In (MeitY), CSIRT-Fin 
and SISA, a global Cybersecurity company, collaborated 
to launch the Digital Threat Report 2024 for the 
BFSI sector, a comprehensive analysis of current and 
emerging cyber threats and defence strategies.

•	 The report provides a holistic analysis of the 
cybersecurity landscape shaping the BFSI sector. 

•	 In 2024, the BFSI sector witnessed a surge in 
cyberattacks, with global data breach costs rising to 
USD 4.88 million (a 10% increase from 2023) and USD 
2.18 million in India. 

•	 Business Email Compromise (BEC) and phishing are 
rising cyber threats, with 54% of BEC cases involving 
pretexting. 

•	 Large language models (LLMs) like WormGPT 
and FraudGPT bots are lowering the barrier for 
cybercriminals.

Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI) Report 

•	 The Ministry of Panchayati Raj launched the Panchayat 
Advancement Index (PAI) to measure the overall 
development of Gram Panchayats.

•	 The Index evaluates the performance of Panchayats 
based on nine key themes—Poverty-Free and 
Livelihood-Oriented Panchayats, Healthy Panchayats, 
Child-Friendly Panchayats, Water-Rich Panchayats, 
Clean and Green Panchayats, Self-reliant infrastructure-
oriented Panchayats, Socially Just and Safe Panchayats, 
Good Governance Panchayats and Women-Friendly 
Panchayats.
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•	 It is aligned with the National Indicator Framework 
(NIF) of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI).

•	 Gram Panchayats have been classified into five 
categories based on their scores—Full Achiever (90+), 
Front Runner (75–90), Performer (60–75), Aspirant  
(40–60) and Beginner (below 40).

•	 The top-performing states (front-runner Gram 
Panchayats)

I.	 Gujarat: 346 Front Runner Panchayats

II.	 Telangana: 270 Front Runner Panchayats

III.	Followed by: Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh

The Future of Antibiotic Use in Livestock—FAO (Food 
and Agriculture Organisation)

•	 Global livestock antibiotic use could rise by 30% by 
2040 compared with 2019, under a business-as-usual 
scenario (without targeted interventions).

•	 The researchers estimated that global Antibiotic Use 
Quantity (AMUQ) in livestock reached approximately 
1,10,777 tons in 2019. 

•	 This AMUQ could rise to 1,43,481 tons by 2040, 
representing a 29.5% increase from the 2019 baseline. 

•	 But under alternative scenarios, antibiotic use could 
be reduced by up to 57% (to 62,000 tons) by 2040 if 
livestock productivity is optimised by improving 
animal health, management practices and production 
efficiency. 

UNCTAD Frontier Technologies Readiness Index

•	 According to the 2025 Technology and Innovation 
Report, India ranks 36th out of 170 nations on the 
“Readiness for Frontier Technologies” index measuring 
a country’s readiness for frontier technologies, 
improving its ranking from last year.

•	 India improved its position from 48th in 2022. 

•	 The index combines indicators for ICT deployment, 
skills, research and development (R&D) activity, 
industrial capacity and access to finance.

•	 India ranks 99th for ICT, 113th for skills, 3rd for R&D,  
10th for industrial capacity and 70th for finance. 

•	 Bhutan, India, Morocco, the Republic of Moldova, and 
Timor-Leste improved their positions in human capital 
due to more years of schooling and a greater share of 
high-skill employment in their working populations.

•	 AI is expected to reach USD 4.8 trillion in market 
value by 2033, becoming a prominent force in digital 
transformation.

MoSPI Releases the 26th Edition of Women and Men in 
India 2024—Selected Indicators and Data. 

•	 Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) released the 26th edition of its publication 
Women and Men in India 2024: Selected Indicators 
and Data.

•	 The publication offers a comprehensive overview of 
the gender landscape in India, presenting selected 
indicators and data across key areas like population, 
education, health, economic participation, and 
decision-making, all sourced from various ministries, 
departments and organisations.

•	 It highlights that primary and higher secondary 
levels have consistently high Gender Parity Index, 
indicating strong female enrolment. Upper primary 
and elementary levels saw fluctuations but remained 
close to parity.

• The publication indicated that the labour force 
participation rate in usual status for individuals aged 
15 and older has increased from 49.8% in 2017–18 to 
60.1% in 2023–24.

UN Resolution on Plastic Pollution and Human Rights

•	 The United Nations Human Rights Council has 
adopted a resolution recognising, for the first time, 
the critical connection between plastic pollution, 
ocean protection and the right to a clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment.

•	 It is the first instance in which UN member states 
have collectively acknowledged the importance of 
integrating human rights obligations into global 
responses to the environmental and health harms 
caused throughout the plastics life cycle.

•	 The resolution explicitly states that plastic pollution, 
climate change and biodiversity loss are together 
threatening the health of the world’s oceans—and, by 
extension, imperilling basic human rights. 

•	 It underscores that safeguarding marine ecosystems is 
not only vital for ecological balance, but also essential 
for protecting human dignity and wellbeing.

Trends in Maternal Mortality: 2000–2023

•	 Trends in maternal mortality from 2000 to 2023, reveal 
that progress in reducing maternal deaths has slowed 
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significantly in recent years, with the global maternal 
mortality ratio (MMR) declining by only 1.5% annually 
since 2016. 

•	 The report, produced by the United Nations Maternal 
Mortality Estimation Inter-Agency Group—comprising 
UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, the World Bank Group and the 
United Nations Population Division—tracks maternal 
deaths nationally, regionally and globally over the past 
two decades. 

•	 In 2023, an estimated 2,60,000 women died from 
pregnancy- or childbirth-related causes, equivalent to 
one woman every 2 min. 

•	 While this represents a 40% reduction since 2000, 
the global MMR of 197 deaths per 1,00,000 live births 
remains nearly three times higher than the SDG target 
of 70 by 2030. 

•	 Nearly 70% of all maternal deaths occurred in sub-
Saharan Africa, where conflict and health system 
fragility continue to drive poor outcomes. 

•	 In countries classified as experiencing conflict or 
institutional fragility, maternal mortality ratios are 
more than five times higher than in stable settings. 
These figures underscore the urgent need for renewed 
investment and commitment to universal access to 
quality maternal health care—especially in the most 
fragile contexts.

News in Short

•	 The World Bank’s State of Social Protection Report 
2025 highlights that nearly 2 billion people in low- 
and middle-income countries (LICs and MICs) lacked 
adequate social protection. 

•	 2024 was the warmest year on record for Europe, 
with record temperatures in central, eastern and 
southeastern regions.

•	 The IMF has updated its global growth forecasts, 
lowering the growth projection to 2.8% for 2025, with 
India’s growth expected at 6.2%.

EVENTS

Global Technology Summit (GTS) 2025

•	 The ninth edition of the GTS was held in New Delhi. 

•	 The theme for this year’s Summit was “Sambhavna”—
meaning possibilities—and will explore how emerging 
technologies can drive inclusive growth, strengthen 
digital governance and deepen cross-border partnerships.

•	 GTS is India’s flagship dialogue on geo-technology, co-
hosted by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India, and Carnegie India.

STREE Summit 2025

•	 The Hyderabad City Security Council (HCSC) hosted 
the second edition of the STREE Summit, a flagship 
event dedicated to empowering women in safety and 
security.

•	 The summit aims to tackle key safety challenges faced 
by women and promote a culture of respect, equality, 
and empowerment.

Indian Navy Hosts Meghayan-25

•	 The third edition of the Indian Navy’s Meteorological 
and Oceanological Symposium—Meghayan 25—was 

held to commemorate the formation of the World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO).

•	 The event brought together an impressive array of 
distinguished experts, high-ranking naval officers, 
outstation guests and key stakeholders from across the 
meteorological and oceanographic spectrum.

•	 The seminar was organised to align with this year’s 
WMO Day theme—“Closing the Early Warning Gap 
Together”.

IBC Organises a two day International Conclave in 
Arunachal Pradesh

•	 The International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture hosted a 
two day International Conclave at Namsai, Arunachal 
Pradesh, titled “Buddha Dhamma and the Culture of 
North-East India”.

•	 The Government of India is actively involved in several 
initiatives to promote Buddhist tourism, heritage 
conservation and cultural exchange programmes to 
strengthen the presence of Buddha Dhamma in the 
region. 



30� OSWAAL Current Affairs

AWARDS

Laureus World Sports Awards 2025

The 25th anniversary of the Laureus World Sports Awards 
was held in Madrid, Spain. They are known as “Oscars of 
Sports”. The event recognises both individual and team 
achievements across various sports disciplines.
•	 Laureus World Sportsman of the Year Award: Mondo 

Duplantis
•	 Laureus World Sportswoman of the Year Award: 

Simone Biles
•	 Laureus World Team of the Year Award: Real Madrid
•	 Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year Award: 

Lamine Yamal
•	 Laureus World Comeback of the Year Award: Rebeca 

Andrade
•	 Laureus World Sportsperson of the Year with a 

Disability Award: Jiang Yuyan
•	 Laureus World Action Sportsperson of the Year Award: 

Tom Pidcock
•	 Laureus Sport for Good Award: Kick4Life
•	 Laureus Sporting Icon Award: Rafael Nadal
•	 Laureus Lifetime Achievement Award: Kelly Slater

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Receives the Highest Sri 
Lankan Honour for Foreign Leaders

•	 The President of Sri Lanka, H.E. Anura Kumara 
Disanayaka, conferred on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi the Sri Lanka Mitra Vibhushana award, the 
country’s highest honour bestowed on foreign leaders. 

•	 This is the first time that an Indian leader received this 
award. 

•	 The award was conferred on the Prime Minister for 
his enduring contribution to strengthening the India– 
Sri Lanka friendship.

Meghalaya Bags Two National Awards for Aadhaar 
Excellence

•	 Meghalaya received two national awards from the 
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), 
marking a significant achievement in delivering 
citizen-centric digital services. 

•	 It was awarded in the following categories—Best 
Performing State in Mandatory Biometric Updates 
of Children and Excellence in Verification of Adult 
Aadhaar Enrolment.

Dalai Lama Honoured With Gold Mercury Award 2025

•	 Tibetan spiritual leader The Dalai Lama was honoured 
with the Gold Mercury Award for peace and 
sustainability. 

•	 The award was presented by Gold Mercury International, 
a globally recognised think tank dedicated to promoting 
peace, governance and sustainable development.

•	 The Gold Mercury Award is a prestigious international 
honour originally established in Italy.

•	 It recognises individuals and organisations that have 
made significant contributions to world peace, good 
governance and sustainable development.

President Droupadi Murmu Receives City Key of Honour

•	 President Droupadi Murmu was honoured with the 
City Key of Lisbon during a ceremonial event at the 
historic Câmara Municipal de Lisboa (City Hall), 
marking a significant moment in her ongoing state 
visit to Portugal.

•	 The symbolic gesture, presented by Lisbon Mayor 
Carlos Moedas, officially recognised her as an honorary 
citizen of the city.

Maharashtra Governor Presents Yashraj Bharti Samman 
Awards 2025

•	 Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan presented 
the third “Yashraj Bharti Samman” award to three 
service organisations in India working in the fields 
of healthcare, sustainable development and good 
governance. 

•	 The awards were conferred to “Jan Swasthya Sahayog” 
from Chhattisgarh, “Pratham Education Foundation” 
and the “Services Plus” platform developed by the 
National Informatics Centre at a programme held at 
NCPA in Mumbai.

Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma Award 2025

•	 Odisha’s renowned educationist and social reformer, 
Dr Achyuta Samanta, has been conferred with the 
prestigious Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma Award 2025 
in Kokrajhar, Assam. 

•	 The award is named after the revered Bodo community 
leader Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma, also known as 
the “Mech Gandhi of Assam.” This award celebrates 
distinguished individuals excelling in various fields. 
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•	 Dr Samanta was honoured on the occasion of Brahma’s 
166th birth anniversary, receiving a citation, a memento, 
and a cash prize of `1 lakh, which he generously 
donated to the Trust’s development.

Yuvaspark Founder Akarsh Shroff Conferred With the 
National Youth Award

•	 Akarsh Shroff, founder of YuvaSpark, received the 
National Youth Award, for his innovative work in 
transforming early childhood education across India. 

•	 His work includes digitising anganwadi centres and 
improving rural education infrastructure.

2025 Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics

•	 The 2025 Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics 
was awarded to 13,508 physicists across four collaborative 
projects at CERN, the European particle physics laboratory 
near Geneva, Switzerland.

•	 Dubbed the “Oscars of Science”, the award was 
announced as part of the 11th annual Breakthrough 
Prizes. 

•	 Six prizes worth $3 million each were announced in 
Life Sciences, Mathematics and Fundamental Physics.

Sudarsan Pattnaik Becomes the First Indian to Win the 
Fred Darrington Sand Art Award

•	 Renowned Indian sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik has 
become the first Indian to receive the prestigious Fred 
Darrington Sand Master Award for his outstanding 
contributions to sand art. 

•	 The award holds special significance this year as it 
commemorates the 100th birth anniversary of legendary 
British sculptor Fred Darrington. 

•	 Sudarshan Pattnaik, a Padma Shri awardee from 
Odisha, has participated in over 65 international sand 
art festivals and championships. 

•	 The award was presented during the Sandworld 2025 
International Sand Art Festival in Dorset, England.

UP Police Investigation Portal Wins Skoch Award for 
Excellence in Police and Safety

•	 The “Investigation, Prosecution and Conviction 
Portal”, developed in-house by the Technical Services 
Unit of Uttar Pradesh Police, has been honoured with 
the prestigious SKOCH Award at the national level in 
the “Police & Safety” category recently.

•	 The portal plays a vital role in identifying serious 
and sensitive crimes such as mafia-related offenses, 

POCSO, rape, and other heinous cases, and ensures 
continuous monitoring of timely investigation and 
charge sheet filing. 

Madhusudan Sai Honoured With Fiji’s Highest Recognition 
for Humanitarian Efforts

•	 World-renowned humanitarian leader, Sri Madhusudan 
Sai, was conferred Fiji’s highest honour, the “Companion 
of the Order of Fiji”, by the President of Fiji Ratu Naiqama 
Lalabalavu. 

•	 Sai is a Karnataka-based humanitarian. 

•	 Previous recipients of the “Companion of the Order 
of Fiji” include Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
President of India Droupadi Murmu.

President Honoured 71 Individuals With Padma Awards

•	 President Droupadi Murmu conferred the prestigious 
Padma Awards to 71 distinguished individuals at the 
Civil Investiture Ceremony held at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan’s Durbar Hall. 

•	 The honours included four Padma Vibhushan, 10 
Padma Bhushan and 57 Padma Shri awards, recognising 
outstanding contributions across diverse fields.

•	 The event marked the first phase of Padma Award 
presentations for the year 2025.

•	 The Padma Awards, among India’s highest civilian 
honours, are presented annually to individuals for 
exceptional service in fields such as art, public affairs, 
science and engineering, medicine, social work, 
literature, and education.

News in Shorts

•	 Nageshwar Reddy, the Chairman of the Asian Institute 
of Gastroentrology (AIG) Hospitals in Hyderabad, 
was awarded the “Legends of Endoscopy” title in 
Tokyo, recognising his innovations in gastrointestinal 
endoscopy. He is the first Indian doctor to win this 
award.

•	 Captain Rajesh Unni, founder of Synergy Marine 
Group, has been honoured with the National Maritime 
Varuna Award—India’s highest individual recognition 
in the maritime sector—by the Government of India. 

•	 Retired IAS officer P. Sivakami received Verchol Dalit 
Literary Award, emphasising the importance of Dalit 
literature and identity.

•	 The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
announced the introduction of the Achievement in 
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Stunt Design category, set to debut at the 100th Oscar 
Awards in 2027.

•	 The Andhra Pradesh Government announced that 
renowned historian and archaeologist MyNaa Swamy 
will be honoured with the prestigious Ugadi Award 
for his outstanding contributions to historical research 
and social service.

•	 PoshanTracker Application of the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development, received the Prime Minister’s 
Award for Excellence in Public Administration 2024 
under the Innovation category (centre).

•	 Five exceptional personnel were conferred with the 
MacGregor Memorial Medal for their remarkable 
contributions in military reconnaissance, exploration 
and adventure. These included Wing Commander 
D Panda, Indian Air Force EA (Retd.) Rahul Kumar 

Pandey, Indian Navy, CHEAA (Retd.) Ram Ratan Jat, 
Indian Navy Sergeant Jhumar Ram Poonia, Indian Air 
Force and Colonel Ranvir Singh Jamwal, Director of the 
National Institute of Mountaineering and Adventure 
Sports (NIMAS). They were presented at a solemn 
ceremony held at the United Service Institution (USI) 
of India. 

•	 International Osteoporosis Foundation (IOF) presented 
eminent Indian endocrinologist, Dr Ambrish Mithal, 
with the prestigious 2025 Committee of Scientific 
Advisors Medal of Achievement. Dr. Mithal is group 
chairman and head of department of endocrinology 
and diabetes at Max Healthcare.

•	 Director Payal Kapadia has been felicitated with 
prestigious French civilian honour, Officier dans 
l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, for her contribution to 
cinema. 

SPORTS NEWS

Asian U-18 Athletics Championship

•	 Indian athletes won—one gold, five silver and five 
bronze—at the Asian U18 Athletics Championships 
2025, which concluded in Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

•	 Himanshu Jakhar won India’s only gold medal at the 
continental meet after winning the boys’ javelin throw. 
This was India’s first-ever gold medal in boys’ javelin 
throw at the Asian U18 Athletics Championships.

•	 Nitin Gupta won the silver medal in the boys’ 5000 m 
race walk event.

•	 Tannu was the first Indian athlete to win a medal 
in Dammam with a silver in the 400 m. She clocked  
57.63 to finish behind Japan’s Imamine Saki (57.27). 

•	 Devak Bhushan won the silver medal with a 2.03 m 
leap in boys’ high jump. 

•	 Chiranth P, Sayed Sabeer, Saket Minj and Kadir Khan, 
meanwhile, combined to land the silver in boys’ 
medley relay race with a new youth national record-
setting time of 1:52.15. 

•	 Nischay bagged the silver medal in boys’ shot put with 
a personal best effort of 19.59 m after claiming bronze 
in discus throw with a 58.85 m haul.

•	 Aarti also won bronze medals in both the girls’ 100 and 
200 m sprint events. She clocked new personal bests 
(11.93 s in 100 m and 24.31 s in 200 m).

•	 Shourya Ambure won bronze medal in the girls’ 100 m 
hurdles.

•	 Lakshita Mahlawat won bronze medal in girls’ discus 
throw. 

Asian Wrestling Championship 2025

•	 India won 10 medals—one gold, three silver and six 
bronze medals at the 21st edition of the Senior Asian 
Wrestling Championship. 

•	 It was hosted in Amman, Jordan and India sent a 
30-member wrestling contingent in the championship.

•	 Manisha Bhanwala won gold in the women’s 62 kg 
category, while Reetika Hooda secured silver in the 
women’s 76 kg division.

•	 Udit won the silver medal in the men’s freestyle 61 
kg, while Deepak Punia bagged silver in the men’s 
freestyle 92 kg category.

•	 The six bronze medals were won by- Antim Pangal 
in women’s 53 kg, Dinesh in men’s freestyle 125 kg, 
Mansi Lather in women’s 68 kg, Muskan in women  
59 Kg, Dinesh Kumar in men’s Greco-Roman 87 kg, 
and Nitesh in men’s Greco-Roman 97 kg. 

James Anderson Awarded Knighthood Honour

•	 Legendary England fast bowler James Anderson has 
been awarded a Knighthood, becoming the latest 
cricketer from the country to receive the honour. 

•	 England’s all-time leading wicket-taker was included 
in former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s resignation 
honours list—the only sportsperson to be recognised. 
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•	 Anderson joins an elite group of cricketers to be 
knighted, which includes former England captains 
Alastair Cook and Andrew Strauss.

•	 He became the 13th England cricketer to be awarded a 
Knighthood for services to the sport and the fifth since 
2000 after Ian Botham (2007), Geoffrey Boycott (2019), 
Cook (2019) and Strauss (2019).

World Boxing Cup 2025

•	 The Indian contingent bagged six medals, including a 
gold and a silver, at the World Boxing Cup Brazil 2025 
at Foz Do Iguacu, Brazil. 

•	 Hitesh Gulia became the first Indian boxer to clinch a 
gold medal in the World Boxing Cup.

•	 Abhinash Jamwal won a silver medal in the 65 kg 
category.

•	 Four Indian boxers, including Jadumani Singh 
Mandengbam (50 kg), Manish Rathore (55 kg), Sachin 
(60 kg) and Vishal (90 kg), bagged bronze medals after 
going down in the semi-finals.

Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup 2025

•	 Rajnigandha Achievers defeated Jindal Panther in the 
finals of the 2025 Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup.

•	 Rajnigandha Achievers consisted of Dino Dhankhar, 
Shamsheer Ali, Abhimanyu Pathak, Bk Mr Daniel 
Otamendi. Jindal Panther team consisted of Naveen 
Jindal (captain), Hurr Ali, Kuldeep Singh Rathore, Bk 
Mr. JP Clarkin.

•	 The annual Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup 2025 is 
India’s premier polo tournament, attracting some of 
the finest players from both India and around the 
world. This prestigious event honours the late Shri 
Aditya Vikram Birla’s deep passion for horse riding 
and polo and was created to celebrate his love for the 
sport.

Aryna Sabalenka Wins Miami Open 2025

•	 World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka reinforced her dominance 
in women’s tennis by clinching her first Miami Open 
title, defeating Jessica Pegula 7-5, 6-2 in the final. 

•	 With this victory, she secured her 19th Women’s Tennis 
Association (WTA) title, including eight WTA 1000 titles 
and three Grand Slam championships. 

Virat Kohli Becomes the First Indian to Score 13,000 Runs 
in T20 Cricket

•	 Star batter Virat Kohli etched his name in history by 
becoming the first Indian to score 13,000 runs in T20 
cricket. 

•	 The milestone came during Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s 
IPL 2025 clash against Mumbai Indians at the Wankhede 
Stadium, as Kohli notched up his second half-century 
of the season.

•	 He is only the fifth batter in cricket history to bag the 
achievement.

Los Angeles 2028 Olympics: Cricket to Feature Six Teams, 
90 Players on Games Return

•	 Cricket will return to the Olympic Games for the 
first time in 128 years, featuring six teams in both the 
men’s and women’s events, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has confirmed. 

•	 A total of 90 players will participate in each event. 
•	 The sport will be played in the T20 format at the 

world’s biggest multi-sport spectacle, set to take place 
in Los Angeles in 2028.

•	 Cricket is one of five new sports that will be included 
in the Los Angeles Olympics, alongside squash, flag 
football, baseball/softball and lacrosse. 

Khelo India Youth Games 2025

•	 Bihar will host the seventh edition of Khelo India 
Youth Games 2025. The games will be organised in 
various cities including Patna, Gaya, Rajgir, Begusarai 
and Bhagalpur. 

•	 Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and Union Sports Minister 
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya unveiled the mascot and logo 
of Khelo India Youth Games 2025.

•	 The mascot Khelo India will be “Gajsimha”, which 
symbolises the power of elephant and heart of lion. The 
mascot has been derived from the archival heritage of 
Pala dynasty from Nalanda and Bodhgaya engraved 
on temples and their pillars.

•	 The logo of KIYG 2025 has been inspired from the rich 
cultural heritage of Bihar. It has orange and green color 
in it.

Indian Super League 2024–25 Title

•	 In Football, Mohun Bagan Super Giant clinched the 
Indian Super League (ISL) 2024–25 title following a 2-1 
victory over Bengaluru FC at the Vivekananda Yuba 
Bharati Krirangan Stadium in Kolkata.

•	 This was Mohun Bagan’s second ISL title, following 
their maiden triumph in the 2022–23 season.

•	 They also became only the second team, after Mumbai 
City FC in 2020–21, to win both the League Winners 
Shield and the ISL Cup in the same season.
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Vaibhav Suryavanshi is the Youngest to Smash IPL’s 
Second-Fastest Century

•	 14-year-old Vaibhav Suryavanshi scored an IPL century 
in just his third game, achieving 101 runs with 94 from 
boundaries. 

•	 He is the youngest player to reach this milestone, 
second-fastest after Chris Gayle, as Rajasthan Royals 
chased down Gujarat Titans’ 212 runs in under 17 
overs.

News in Short

•	 Virat Kohli broke David Warner’s record for the most 
50-plus scores in IPL history for any batter. This was 
Virat’s 67th 50-plus score in the IPL, which also includes 
eight centuries.

•	 Rohit Sharma became the second Indian cricketer after 
Virat Kohli to score 12,000 runs in T20 cricket.

•	 Oscar Piastri won the 2025 Bahrain Grand Prix, his 
second win this Formula One season. 

•	 The Grand Prix of the Americas concluded with 
Francesco Bagnaia securing a thrilling victory after 
defeating Marc Marquez. 

• Indian women’s hockey legend Vandana Katariya 
retires at the peak of her career after 15 years and 320 
international appearances.

•	 In the first leg of the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World Cup 2025 at Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, India finished second in the standings 
behind China. India won a total of eight medals, 
including four gold, two silver and two bronze.

•	 The United Kingdom appears set to host the 2035 
Women’s World Cup after FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino described its interest as the “one valid bid” 
for the tournament.

•	 Virat Kohli has become the only player to surpass 
8,000 runs and become the first player to reach 1,000 
boundaries (fours and sixes) in the competition.

•	 Max Verstappen clinched his first victory of the 2025 
Formula 1 season at the Japanese Grand Prix.

•	 Manush Shah and Diya Chitale have etched their 
names in history by clinching the mixed doubles title 
at the 2025 World Table Tennis (WTT) Contender Tunis. 

•	 Carlos Alcaraz defeated Lorenzo Musett to win the 
men’s singles tennis title at the 2025 Monte Carlo 
Masters. It was his sixth Masters 1000 title and 18th 

career ATP Tour title.
■ ■ ■


